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Prof. George Menachery
addresses the 800-odd
delegates from Asia &
Oceania at the 11th
WCC assembly,
Karlsruhe, Germany,

5th Sept, 2022.

The Archbishop of Canterbury
Lord Most Reverend Dr.Justin
Welby released the book
“Ecumenism and Church
Unity in India“ by Chev.Prof.
George Menachery at the
11th assembly of the WCC
held at Karlsruhe in Germany,
presenting the first copy to
Bishop Mar Philexinos, the
Marthoma Bishop for America
and Europe.In the picture are
besides Prof.Menachery,
Bishop Mar Abraham,
Rev.Azaria and

Prof.Indira Jetti.

Uttar Prade’ The Vice-Chancellor of

i >y the Sam Higginbottom
ar P" University of Agriculture,
Technology, and Sciences,
Allahabad (Prayagraj)
Prof. Rajendra Lal awards
Prof. George Menachery
the University's honoris
causa degree of Ph.D. in
Theology at the
13th Convocation.
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Prof. George Menachery, encyclopaedist and historian turned eighty on 2nd April, 2018.
A gathering of his admirers including leaders and dignitaries from the fields of politics,
culture, literature, art, and religion, representing the various organisations where he has
been president, director, or other office-bearer, gathered to greet him on the occasion. The
gathering unanimously decided to commence the cultural luminary’s Asheethi celebrations
with an eight day lecture programme at the Kerala Sahitya Samithi from 27th May (Sun-
day) to 3rd June (Sunday). Prof. John Cyriac, Dr. Puthezhath Ramachandran, Dr. Shornur
Karthikeyan, Prof. M. Muraleedharan, Prof. M. Madhavankutty, Dr. Devassy Panthallukkaran,
Thomas Kollannur, Baby Mookken, Joseph John Keethra, Prof. V. A. Varghese, P. M. M.
Shareef, Dr. Paul Pulikkan, Prof. V. P. Jones, Davis Kannampuzha were among those who
spoke on the occasion.

@OIAHSOMM OB 6)(aldad. (€AWI) ERIADET EAMIEE R@IRIERS(OMA0 19



66 RS WIeg)n Co:
¥

QBT (adas. 68R:

2T (OIS0 -ERENILI BRMIO0)

6 0 eniladial 23D 9G01ISMo 621N} lalaD. 6/>.6)2.
0.6, 0300800, 00). RINCD milaud gazellg agalaid oaflalo.

MM MAZOOWIHMD 06l SOODE01 2]
BRAIGENIIWAZMNIG:6Mo: AID AMEDISOD)

.

@RACI0MY

@B G508 MMV ruzy )0 203 D @0 ool 20
OO CAROROWONIDS  ENaloWea|S). @ 26m) M)ENDWDHVIG DS
) M ) GOy HNo. eSO HTVF
9)0l2 ARAIGNIWMNBRAIBEN  io UBBOTNOWS) BN MWD IS eH08es 2)0 (aflBavlgjod
M) AN U ) 30 Savlo 146 )OO GO, afl.au. @RMIDBG,) 60 -
@ 20 &), M ag)  BAY af)ad 200D af)  CHOSOTNHRI PVIMIGIT !

06MO&)Bo - G@20ell o) WIPA (alno. 622032% o) Bojoilod U®OIOYHS al
al® @R Memoeils GRSl 6l alosom). )M Qllat®o @RSIUOOM?0

@Ve(SQB enilatal 208 cezaoem
AMEOMISOD. @RE,A0LI Tv)
@NIDWMDI T3 M(AVIEM] H9AL
@yROmIeNSs Wlaglon o0
$a 9E0RISMo 6 219)HVOV]
©)aM) @EGa0o.

2960l 010513 RO,
DLW 2B af)aM) al)B0ild,

a0COmal)@ TS 0G3 @R
S8 21(HAUBOD] GO
MoMIB6IRUE MSODTIVIE)M @
SRIGD QPMD)o, AISEHH DD
Wloel ERBIeO (SlaSmym
210]L10W @RSMIG W32 2 ol
2810 PBRIMMNo HalTHmS)'
O aIOBWD] CROOT .0,

2)0002 3]

@ allwjpoa o 5
SBBHBO)o (15130201003
S006Mo GAIG BRG] eIy
20160 @RGIOM MSEMaslaly
A @O, @REI2 BIBEOmO
220 (SN Ne8)0s allwd
W OIS ®D)o Clalel®
9921mMI0No AflHMRS)en0m
DO Do alOMEBBUB @RQIWD Y20

208 cRe9MI AMEOHOSOI
9a10mMOSWMIa] @RRG)a)).
6.08. 2)a0023 M)6IY(aIC0
aH6Mo MSO]. AVYEENIOWM A
WOHB a09. VIR ol Des
@3, 0024 af)o. GE06M af)ong)@d
o), afl.S). almeeiom agmilaid
(alVoUlay). |

991 £000 HWEH)}AIN)
OB al)MWOHG BRO)
alom) 20aVEBSIeIW al
DS 20 (aIBOUEMNEIB:
Galoq) Lwousug’ lagjom Ge
davlensnzoond,. e
CD0FMI@3 mrge; > 10 &
M) &G0 D)SEABOOD) ol
B9 UGS 1600

@R®20ell MIENIWMWITE MIEMIIVMVI M2l W0 Bal@m
MopiSlellgl aBSEIM WBe 226829 M DB €H068 (SIMOYM aGlaigd
@MW &390 eilatiel 2IMEOMISOW HARIISMo 6l MELIID.

The various Vatican accreditation cards issued to George Menachery by the Vatican Press
Office, October, 1978
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Malabar Knanaya Migration Platinum Jubilee Symposium, Madampam
President: Archbishop Mar Matthew Moolakkat. Inaugurated by Prof. George Menachery

Participants at the National Executive Committee Meeing (BOT) of the Church History As-
sociation of India held in Delhi on the 24th Sept. 2016 with the CHAI National President
Dr. Oliver A. Jetti in front of the venue of the meet Vidya Jyothi College. L. to R. Dr. Francis
Thonippara (Treasurer), Dr. George Oommen (Gen. Secretary), Dr. Varghese Perayil (Tiruval-
la), Prof. George Menachery, Dr. Oliver Jetti, Dr. Leo Fernando (North India Branch President
and Principal Vidya Jyothi)), Dr. Joe Kalappura (Patna), Dr. Charles Dias (Ex. M. P. and South
India Secretary), Dr. John (Derhadoon), Dr. Manmese EKKA ( Eastern India President) and
Dr. Cyril (Ranchi).

. ‘
The 15th Triennial Conference of the South Indian Branch of the Church History Association
of India CHAI (15 - 17 May 2012) was inaugurated at Bangalore by the Vice-Chancellor of
the Christ University Dr. Thomas C. Matthew by lighting a bronze lamp in the DVK Philoso-
phy auditorium in the presence of Dr. Saju Chackalakkal (President DVK), CHAI Natioal Pres-
ident Dr. Oliver Jetti, Dr. Prameela Devi, Prof. George Menachery, Dr. Pasupulethi Manasseh

(CHAI SIB Secretary), and Dr. Francis Thonippara (CHAI SIB President). The valedictory
function was addressed by Dr. Thomas Aykkara, Rector, Dharmaram College
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Inauguration of the 15th Triennial Conference of CHAI, the Church History Association of In-
dia at Jeevan Jyothi CRI Andhra Pradesh Centre by the Cultural Secretary of the Govt. of AP
Dr. Chellappa IAS presided over by Dr. Sen IPS DGP and Bishop Rajaratnam of Medak. In the
picture (I to r) are Prof. George Menachery (Secretary General CHAI), Dr. Oberland Snaitang
(President), Dr. George Oommen (Dehra Dun), Dr. Jos Kalappura (Patna), Dr. Francis Thonip-
para (President DVK, Bangalore) and Prof. Agnes DeSa (Bombay Jt. Secretary) (6th Oct)

= . ;& ‘l\‘ -~ ' t

H E Varkey Card. Vithayathil, Major Arch-  His Eminence Varkey Cardinal Vithayathil
bishop of the Syro Malabar Church pres-  the Major Archbishop greets Prof. George
ents Prof. George Menachery with the  Menachery by presenting him a Bouque
first Syro Malabar Church Research Award  on his being selected for the LRC Award

in the presence of more than thirty Syro
Malabar Bishops / Archbishops

-—

Mar Varkey Vithayathil presents Pope Benedict XVI the first copy of the Third Volume
of the St. Thomas Christian Encyclopaedia of India at Castel Gandolfo

22

@OMAHSOMM A 6)(aldad. (6AWI) ERIADE €2MIEIE RIRIERS(OMA0



21E®SHI0M DEPYA SR
¥ adocge¥ goyfinal
et e T e allgowes eawonll@@owiloym
59 et epmam @ govuAIES bl ®@Jonn. amodel COMIC BN}
S al08NIL! BOBRHT

1978- @ ald@o oS MileNilatiemIsm3eriauil ol 62mIEolElWINS BMM)@)ODI G
MooeiSdflg) (alBAMOIOM allel Ba01850&W T8 MINIETEIMIELaHo
200)834] (o M1RL1H @) 9)806B.

6208 camIGg|6lee
(V&) 06Y 2l &B)AS
R6MRI2)%

S0 emoel camezdl

)(aldal. €2MIBE (ANIMMIM 20BN HMEOENNSILNOS EBINVEH (lew1Ids
6219208 UOH0I8 @B (HAUNENHEMINS CaldWEIND 20MYBIA] (IMIRLISElg] a0lgl@.

@OIAHSOMM OB 6)(aldad. (€AWI) ERIADET EAMIEE R@IRIERS(OMA0 | 23



The new office-bearers and members of the Board of Trustees of CHAI, the Church
History Association of India elected at the Shillong Triennial. (From left to right):Dr.
Varghese Perayil (Member of the BOT), Dr. Agnes de’Sa (Joint Secretary), Prof. George
Menachery (General Secretary), Dr. “Cardinal” Thomas Edmonds (Vice - president), Dr.
0. L. Snaitang (President), Fr. Sebastian Edathikkavil (Treasurer), Dr. George Oommen
(Member BOT), and Dr. Jose Kalappura ( Editor, ICHR).

oS ml-am anandan

A > st

KCBC Darshanika Vyjnanika Award being presented to Prof. George Menachery by HE
Mar Thomas Chakiath, Chairman of the KCBC Media Commission on 25th January at
POC Auditoriam, Kochi, Ernakulam.

Franics Kodankandath depictis the works of Basheer, Ashan & M.T.
on a single canvass at the Menachery Sapthathi artists’ camp.
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Bestowing “Ponnada” on Prof. George
Menachery by Sri Therambil Ra-
makrishnan M.L.A. and former Speak-
er of the Kerala Assembly during
the inauguration of the Sapthathi
Historico-Cultural Expo 2008 at the
Kerala Sahitya Academy Complex. Sri
M. V. Devan inaugurated the Expo at a
function presided over by Vice-Chan-
cellor of the Kerala Kala Mandalam Dr.
K. G. Paulose. Dr. Raphael Thattil, V.
G., Archdiocese of Trichur felicitated.
Two Professors from the Krakov
University of Poland are also seen
discussing aspects of Kerala Culture
with Prof. Menachery

India’s
Chr

4

India’s
Christian
Heritage

& Menachery

“India’s Christian Heritage”
edited by Dr. Oberland Snaitang & Prof. George Menachery
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Contemplating how to climb the staircase leading to the Sistine
Chapel where work of preparing it for the Conclave was in
progress, 2013

26

@OMAHSOMM A 6)(aldad. (6AWI) ERIADE €2MIEIE RIRIERS(OMA0
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Page 39 Page 40 Page 41
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Metropolitian Mar James Mar Paul Chittilapilly
Mar Aprem Mooken Pazhayattil Page 48
Page 44 Page 47

Mar Joseph Pastor Bishop Selvister
Neelankavil CMI Ponnumuthan
Page 52 Page 54
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Fr. Dr. Albert Fr. Dominitian Sri. Sadhu Fr. Dr. Jacob

Nambiaparambil ~ Manickathan Ittiyavirah Velliyan
CMI CMI Page 62 Page 64
Page 57 Page 60

Dr. Puthezhath Fr. Dr. Jose Sr. Dr. Cleopatra  Fr. Dr. Francis

Ramchandran Thachil CcMC Thonnipara CMI
Page 66 Page 68 Page 70 Page 71

Fr. Jose Dalithbandhu Fr. Isaac Dr. N. J. Francis
Thachil N. K. Jose Alappat CMI Page 81, 204
Page 73 Page 76 Page 78
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Metropolitan Mar Aprem

Chevalier George Menachery has received an honour he de-
served well from his Church in his 70th year. He dedicated his life
for research and publishing facts about the history of Christianity
in India, He was also known abroad for his many achievements in
the field of his choice.

He was not a professor of history. He was professor of English
language and literature. It is a rare privilege to be the head of the
Department of English in the St.Thomas’ College, Trichur, where
several eminent professors had taught. When [ was a student at
St.Thomas’ College in Trichur for the intermediate course during
1955-57. Fr. Mampilly was the head of the Department of English.
Vengusamy, N.K. Seshan, C.J.Andrews were lecturers and N.D.
George, Edmund Peters and others were tutors. George Menach-
ery, two years older than I am, was studying in Trichinopoly. He
came to teach at St. Thomas College after I had left Trichur.

Only after I became a Metropolitan in Baghdad in September
1968 and took charge in Trichur, I got acquainted with George
Menachery. Our common interest in the field of Church History
brought us closer instantly. He came to the United Theological
College, Bangalore when I was writing my dissertation for the
Doctor of Theology degree of the Senate of Serampore College.
He requested me to write a chapter on my Church of the East in
India, locally known as Chaldean Syrian Church. I was not an au-
thor. But the summary of my Master of Theology thesis had been
published in Bangalore Theological Forum in 1967 and that had
attracted the attention of the church historians in India and abroad.
Recently I was delighted to note a Prof. Samuel H.Moffett in his
monumental volume History of Christianity in Asia, Volume I Be-
ginnings to 1500, Theological Publications of India; Bangalore
2006 (Published in America in 1996) had included my article in
his Bibliography.
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I am surprised by the stamina and dedication with which
George Menachery pursued his career as a Church historian. His
interest in speaking and writing on various aspects of the Church
past and present made him an ideal for many young aspiring writ-
ers and scholars. The fact that a team of scholars are enthusiasti-
cally arranging to celebrate the occasion of his 70th birthday in a
memorable way, is an example for youngsters.

The conferring of the rare title of the ‘Chevalier’ on George
Menachery was a happy surprise to some of his friends. But to
me it was a title well deserved by Professor George Menachery. It
was an honour long overdue. I myself had often said publicly that
Prof. George Menachery should be made a Chevalier. When I was
a student at St. Thomas’ College, a very short fellow Prof. Joseph
Pettah was a Chevalier. Another Church historian.V.C.George,
a headmaster in Kuruvilangad (Grand father of Dr.V.A. Joseph,
Chairman of South Indian Bank) was a Chevalier known to me
and to my senior colleagues.

While publishing the St.Thomas Encyclopedia travelling the
length and breadth of our country he met the writers personally.
He visited the sites of the ancient churches. He has a collection
of photographs enough to write several doctoral dissertations.
He must have had a lot of extra energy to publish the St.Thomas
Encyclopedia, Thomapaedia etc. He created websites before many
churches or theological colleges attempted to do it. People around
the globe knew him through his websites and personal contacts.

His work was not a leisurely work. It was hard work. He had to
take leave from his College teaching to live in Madras to correct
the proof sheets for his Encyclopedia. To find money was another
difficult task. There is no guarantee that he will get back the bor-
rowed money after all these books are sold. He made available
many of his books in all the seminars, National or international
and sold them in order to recover the money he spent for printing
these books. There were no publishing houses behind him. There
were no rich people to advance money to him to publish his books.
Many in the writing and publishing field realize the difficulty of
getting back the money one advances for printing a book. I men-
tion it because there is a wrong notion that by writing books one
can become rich quickly.
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Prof. George Menachery is now the Vice - President of the
Church History Association of India known as CHAI. (There is a
second organization by the name CHAI, viz . The Catholic Hos-
pital Association of India). Most of the members of the Church
History Association of India are clergymen, Professors of Church
History in Catholic, Orthodox or Protestant seminaries. As a Vice
President he is doing much for that organization, more than what
I had done when I was President of CHAI for two terms (1976 to
79 and 1979 to 1982). In 1979 when I was re-elected the President
in the conference at Calcutta, George Menachery was with me
along with his brother James Menachery, an engineer by profes-
sion. That was the time we went to see the institutions of Mother
Teresa. Since the Nobel Prize for Peace was announced for Mother
Teresa, there was a large queue of people to visit the Mother. So
we returned without seeing the Mother. Of course I got an oppor-
tunity to see her when she visited Trichur later.

More than two decades ago when the Church History Associ-
ation of India held its triennial conference in the Pontifical Semi-
nary in Alwaye, myself and George Menachery were asked to be
the organizers. As I was a former President, I could not decline the
invitation. Myself and Menachery went to Trivandrum by train
and invited the Governor in the Raj Bhavan and reached back
Trichur the same day. With the help of Fr.Mathias Mundadan, we
were able to get Cardinal Parecattil to preside over the session
when the Governor P.Ramachandran inaugurated the conference.

An international Seminar on Indian Christianity was held in
New York recently. Menachery and myself travelled together and
read papers there. Then the second conference was held in Madras
in January 2007. In addition to the two of us many scholars were
present from Kerala. The reason for such a strong delegation from
Kerala was none other than the efforts of George Menachery. Now
he is persuading me and many others to participate in the 3rd con-
ference to be held in Jordan, in September 2008.

I wonder how many conferences he has attended. How many
publications he had his articles in. Can he recall the titles of his
own articles? He had written the foreword to one of my books.
I doubt very much whether he will be able to tell the number of
organizations he is an office bearer of.
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Bishop Selvester Ponnumuthan

Prof. George Menachery :
A Lay Person Par Excellence

It is heartening to know that Prof. George Menachery is going
to be honoured by well-wishers with a fitting memento by pub-
lishing a souvenir on his Sapthathi, the seventieth birthday. Al-
though I knew Prof. George Menachery through his monumental
works in Christian literature and as the brother of Rev. Dr. E.J.
Thomas, former principal of Loyola College, I began to have a
personal contact with him only from 2002. It was in connection
with the Jubilee Celebrations of the 1950th year of the coming of
St. Thomas, the Apostle, in India and the 450th death anniversary
of St. Francis Xavier. As part of the Jubilee celebrations the Ker-
ala Catholic Bishops’ Council had put up a Documentary Com-
mittee which entrusted the task of publishing a fitting souvenir to
me as the Chief-Editor and His Excellency Mar Bernabas Jacob
(Chacko Aerath OIC) and Prof. George Menachery as co-editors,
representing the three individual Churches in Kerala. I am glad to
say that ‘Christian Contribution to Nation Building: A third Mil-
lennium Enquiry’ (440 pages) was the outcome of our teamwork.

Prof. George Menachery not only contributed an article on
‘Christian Influence in The Art and Architecture of India’ but read
with us all the pages of the work. Those who are involved in publi-
cation would agree that editing a book is more difficult than writing
one. If the book contains articles of disputed stances it becomes an
even more difficult task. All the more so when such articles have
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been written by reputed scholars. In fact we had to do some editing
work. [ would say that we, as a team, could edit the work without
any difficulty. Although in age, experience, and scholarship Prof.
George Menachery was much ahead of other editors he collaborat-
ed sincerely and vigorously towards the completion of the work.

He was very prompt in meetings and open in the discussions
and ready to take up any responsibility. Any collaboration de-
mands lot of sacrifice. Sacrifice is an expression of love. Along
with the collaboration what impressed me was his real love for the
Church. His love for the Church really resonates with the response
to the vocation of a lay faithful. I used to feel that Prof. George
Menachery had effectively over come the ‘two temptations of a
lay person’ described by John Paul II. According to the Pope the
first temptation of lay persons is to be so strongly interested in
the Church services and tasks that they fail to become actively
engaged in their responsibilities in the professional, social, cultur-
al, and political worlds. The second temptation is of legitimizing
the unwarranted separation of faith from life, that is, a separation
of the Gospels acceptance from the actual living of the Gospel in
various situations in the world (John Paul II, Chrsitifideles Lai-
ci, 1988, n.2). The Pope also admonishes that lay people should
not relinquish their participation in ‘public life’ especially in the
economic, social, legislative, administrative and cultural areas for
they are intended to promote organically and institutionally the
common good (CL, 42). The curriculum vitae of Prof. George Me-
nachery show that he has proved his calibre in various areas of
public life. Along with participation in various administrative and
social bodies he has to his credit a large number of publications,
research papers, articles, radio talks and TV programmes.

All his visits to 22 countries of the four continents enlarged his
image in public life because every journey has contributed some-
thing to deepen his knowledge which in turn became a contribu-
tion to the church and society. Among all his contributions to the
Church and to society what attracts one the most is his contribu-
tions in the field of culture. All of his publications and activities
have a culture touch. Since the development of culture is often dis-
sociated not only from Christian faith but also from human values
(CL.44) the contributions of Prof. Menachery are very significant.
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In fact he has been responding to the invitation of John Paul II
who said: ‘The church calls upon the lay faithful to be present,
as signs of courage and intellectual creativity, in the privileged
places of culture, that is, the world of education-school and uni-
versity-in places of scientific and technological research, the areas
of artistic creativity and work in the humanities. Such a presence
is destined not only for the recognition and possible purification
of the elements that critically burden existing culture, but also for
the elevation of these cultures through the riches which have their
sources in the Gospel and the Christian faith’ (CL 44). In fact the
writings of Prof. George Menachery are an invitation to go to the
sources, the Gospel and Christian Tradition. And I am sure that
his name and his contributions will be remembered not only by
the Christians beyond the Asian continent but also by the secular
world. [ pray that the Almighty bless him abundantly.

NORY/

56 @OMAHSOMM A 6)(aldad. (€AWI) ERIADE €2MIEIE RIRIEUS(OMA0



A LIFE OF DEDICATION
FOR
A NOBLE CAUSE

Fr. Albert Nambiaparambil CMI

It was great that I met Prof. George Menachery in life’s paths.
The waves set in motion by the 2nd Vatican Council were produc-
ing ripples here in India. Regional Seminars were being planned
and organized in different regions. I was a participant in the Kerala
and the Karnataka meets. My main interest was the new ministry
of Interfaith Dialogue.

A Unifying Link: An Inter-Ritual issue was heating up in India
those days, gathering momentum as we converged in Bangalore.
On one side was the voice of unity and uniformity seeking more
unity in India within the churches, opposing the other side de-
manding that there be freedom to expand the ecclesial jurisdiction
of the Oriental Rites to the whole of India. Multiple jurisdictions
were seen by one side as a dividing factor in the country while the
other side considered this as essential to the growth of the eccle-
sial communities. A motion was before the board that managed
the affairs of the ““Church in India seminar of 1969 being held
in Dharmaram College, Bangalore to the effect that there be only
one rite in a place, i.e. that there be one jurisdiction. I recall the ef-
forts made by Mr. George Menachery to gather enough signatures
from among the participants to bring in a motion demanding the
expansion of the jurisdiction of the Oriental Churches to the entire
nation. It was great that his, our, efforts succeeded.
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Both the motions were discussed in the meet. There was much
tension among the participants. A reconciliation formula was
brought in; the other two motions were withdrawn. The reconcil-
iation formula was moved and accepted. Let me not go into the
details. I admire the courage of a young George Menachery who
stood firmly his ground amidst strong opposition.

A Pioneer With a Vision: I recall Mr. Menachery moving
around with his vision for an “Encyclopedia of Thomas Chris-
tians”. [ am not a historian. My interest, if any, was that of cultural
integration, that of Interfaith Dialogue, philosophers’ meet. Be-
cause of his friendly pressure, I recall putting down a few pages
for his great work. He masterminded that great work, A Gift to this
Church. It is a matter of joy and pride for me that I could on many
occasions point to this work of Menachery, the Encyclopedia as
something precious for us all.

Quests for Own Roots: I recall reading the book: ‘Future
Shock’ the shock affecting humans caught in the terrible speed and
advance of new discoveries, technologies. Globalization is anoth-
er word affecting the moods and values of modern humanity. Our
traditional values and cultural heritages too are affected by this
flow, speed and osmosis. Adaptation, inculturation and confluence
of cultures are all terms very much in use in the common parlance.
One of the hidden dangers or temptations of the modern age is that
of losing one’s own cultural, spiritual, roots and identities.

I remember Mr. Menachery going around collecting, preserv-
ing the precious symbols, candle-sticks, oil-lamps, stones of the
Syro-Malabar heritage from different churches and spots. He or-
ganized exhibitions of these reminding members of his own com-
munity and the outsiders not to forget the past. Rather his attempts
gave a new boost to the self-esteem of the community. Here is
some one who raised warning signals against certain hidden dan-
gers of the fast changing society.

There is this danger in our fast changing societies, that of loos-
ing one’s own self-identity. The Syro-Malabar Community had
gone through a process of Latinization in the past. This communi-
ty had the difficult and delicate task of returning to and regaining
the identity while going through the process of inculturisation that
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was the call of the day, of the post 2nd Vatican Council period.
In Mr. George Menachery this Church, that traces her origin to
the Apostle St. Thomas, found an eloquent leader for this genuine
cause of returning to the roots.

While remaining a defender of our cultural roots, Menachery
was open to the changes affecting us all, to authentic openness.
Recently, as [ met him in Dharmaram, he was doing his theologi-
cal research, making the best use of his time and energy, now that
he has retired from his teaching career. In this friend and fellow
pilgrim I have met a genuine, authentic, charismatic leader of his
own community - the Syro-Malabar Church.

N\GRY
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A Man of
Vision and Action

Sr. Dr. Cleopatra CMC

Prof. George Menachery is a man of vision and action. He sets
his goal before him and works hard to achieve it. How hard and
difficult the work, he is not bothered, provided it is his goal and he
has decided to achieve it. It is the goal he has aimed at that matters.
On the way he does not waste his energy attending to small things
like writing articles or books which may deter him from his whole
concentration on the larger and greater aim.

Prof. Menachery is wholeheartedly involved in religious prac-
tices and the works of the Archdiocese. I met him at a Charismatic
Retreat which we organized for the teachers of St. Thomas’ College
in Madonna Sehiona. As part of the Retreat Programme, he came
to meet me for counselling. Well, I understood that he is very regu-
lar in his Church duties and very open in his dealings. He has been
very active in the works entrusted to him by the Bishops House
or Bishop-appointed committees. He has striven hard to get the
Papal Visit Souvenir done. Similarly, the Trichur Diocesan Cente-
nary Commemoration Volume also has his article enhancing the
heritage of Christianity in the Archdiocese.

Prof. Menachery is a good speaker, researcher, organizer and
director. A historian and cultural Artist, he has organized several
cultural exhibitions showing the ancient heritage of Christianity in
India from St. Thomas, the Apostle of Jesus Christ. His is a life set
apart especially for the study, research and preservation of the her-
itage of St. Thomas Christians - history, art, culture and architec-
ture of Kerala and the religious heritage of the Christians in India.

On this beautiful occasion of the celebration of the 70th Birth-
day, I warmly and prayerfully wish Prof. George great blessings
and joys from the Lord and hearty felicitous Birthday Greetings!
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Prof. George Menachery

Fr. Dr. Francis Thonnipara CMI
Provincial

Congratulations and Birthday greetings to Prof. George Me-
nachery. Ad Multos Annos. Prof. George Menachery is a house-
hold name among scholars and those who make research studies
in Indian Church History. Besides, he is also a zealous Nazarene,
whose life mission is to popularize St. Thomas Christian tradi-
tions, customs, practices and manners. He is an ardent lover of the
Apostolic Church of St. Thomas Christians.

My close association with Prof. George is in the context of the
Indian Church History Association. At present he is the Vice-Pres-
ident of the same Association. He is very active in arranging sem-
inars and conferences under the banner of this Association, both
at national as well as regional levels. His active presence in many
national and international conferences through his scholarly inter-
ventions and presentations make him an international personality.

In my opinion, Prof. George is very much influenced by three
great saintly personalities although not denying other factors
which influence him. The first great figure that comes to my mind
when I think about Prof. George is St. Paul. Once St. Paul was
convinced of the fact that Jesus is the Saviour and the Messiah,
he spent his whole energy in making known this Good News to
the whole world. He undertook adventurous journeys to spread
this Good News. Prof. George spared no energy in making known
the noble traditions of the St. Thomas Christians. The miles he
covered are incomparable and uncountable. The enterprising spirit
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of St. Thomas is very much seen in the life and activities of Prof.
George.The publication of the St. Thomas Christian Encyclopedia
and other successive publications is time consuming and money
consuming and so much of risk factor is involved in the sale of
these costly volumes. The faith expression of St. Thomas, ‘My
Lord and My God’, is an expression of the surrender of the Apos-
tle. In the same way, Prof. George’s difficult tasks have this sense
of complete surrender to the Lord. As a result of this type of sur-
rendering, God blesses all his endeavours abundantly.

St. Francis Xavier is his model in his dealings with ecclesias-
tical authorities; i.e. his fidelity to the superiors in ups and downs,
in agonies and ecstasies, in joys and sorrows. This filial obedience
to the authorities makes Prof. George an acceptable leader of the
community. His criticisms, even if he makes them, are creative
and for the good and growth of the community.

This Sapthathi celebration is an occasion to honour a great son
of the Syro-Malabar Church. Let us get inspiration from the life of
this noble soul whose thirst for knowledge and love for his com-
munity is praise-worthy. Let us thank the Lord for the wonderful
gift of Prof. George Menachery. Ad Multos Annos.
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OMUVOMS)OM  aldANQSAUND  HOHMBOMOIM)o  AIBAVLITY
MUV 2 OV NN, CGALIR;] HDTDAUNO EOS] alj0Sa|SIMDIM)
)M 0o2M HOMVMIGBIOL! @OMWO IN® DEBLON0 @OGRAN0
00=HQUTH9)IM). @SBIM) aleIMI®IMOIeL! MISIM al)0EB30W
Mo5IB a0@BIIHLINOGH @RAINOM) @IGIWIaN). @PAITVIMo
I ®aileomdo eneis;] oMV GG1En)MMECaIONLl QIS (@o
OMYAN aldAIea]|5AI00W (NIDTMOD @REZA0O HEEMBOMAN).
@RAIG (B1TV@JOMIBHB8006MaN) 1G12J01W)aN). TVAMHSOOW
@RAIOYDS MR Taly@OIG3 @PAI2IMIW @RHANGIH: TVLAOWIMAI)0
M@ aiTilw)o @RE3OMTIM) LIElEHaM). 2OBTVAINY (H13E@3¢0
U @le0)aN). MEBOM Gald»)aN) WOAIOMO Bl GOoeNT af)am
emoaleiloel éln.

@OMO 6210)AEHU3 WWIMWOS (aI®(UO)DAUOMOIW MOBAVEI
Wloado ailcalsfleloom (alalyem1e@En)GlajolwemIdud G0OAm
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21(BUGOMIWOV MICNIGIVW)MNT  GOOAHOOBIMNB)  alOWIAN B0
QOalBHDENE  EMOAURN®, (WELIGAOMIW B0) QIdaldo: (All
philosophers are sick in head) @@ 20 H@OOOLI00 H,10)HO@OOEM.
ED®6MIAU0 2 IH0. DDIallIDBH@ D@L, (A1 HUOD]TE @GO
M) 20V MVIWIBEMBHNIBHH) EDIANYIMND)0 af)MNITI BIRYD §ATI s
QiloHLINOBITE 2aOCMOROVW®IR0VWAI af)@a ISlendmealmns]
Rlalloo 9F1e0mHAUTHHMAIOOLINNI} HAIOY H10)EHMIOL],
2)9) 10} BHMMOOIHEMANIEM  af)MH) CHOIMAND. B0
2000 &10)86) MNIOWlay, ail. (2001 GRAYIMNIeWEad6e
MW 2a00CROBHUB MVERWIG3 Denzowilg)ene. qVEWIG3 oo(@ael,
@) GRIRIVIAIWIRN0, (VI BOMIHEMSEBOSB aldlNaTlenIem,
DIMMMAIW 00468130306 GAME] ZRailmo 9SleMmOAIa| QYOI H6S
$06Mo0. GENIAIWTY 21(HAIBOH] £510)8@o6EMN) Allwdanla]l
2]QIB! DHN)FO6M AMaUIMIo @PAUOMO MoV ENHIVEBBUIBN)0
@RMAIYA0W TVoRIAUM M@IHIVWAIG.

af)®MB0O  ENIORIBILITV)a0 OOV  &(aldaNMV@ GROGE2
GOMOB2]0lOWEN V2] 2NN BO)EMUIWB af)MEE9IB22 AUOYANT)
00003 al(@BOM] @ENIGIY)IY ®OHMO HOTVMIAHIHE! VEOU]
almo© 20daVeIqdlom aileuatlaflay Alos)Hs06m. All philosophers
are sick in head. @0daveIqY B0) al*® @EMIW)0 OGNS @RYEAIUD
GOMINS, @RAA[MEMNIOWETNINS DEAUUEMNOBIM OGBEIV®)
Galoeel, ©(aldaNVA GRIGDE GAMOIG20] GHOSTVEWIOS
N BHOLII®OalOMIOMO  HIO alOWIAN  DS1E0N)6) IO 161010
OHSISEEBEB)0, ARV 2 1)@ l(@EBBE)0, (30ila] H2lGa|S)hB)o OS]
@RLIM)MSAD, CRIDGHAOMIOMO Byatislwled =1allendad noam)
Gal0® B00806M. §(aldaNdV@ GRIGBEE af)INO0) NGB
0100 10)MOAUIT  eH08OB]OLI OO(BHI®AITVE MHANI
V10180 ®)Eal0eLl WM WISROWTo)alal. & SlatmH0el
MoRAIBBE)OS AIGIRUIMNIBROW VWAIMIH: alURIOCMLIROHH],
®(al0anIV@ GAMOG O] GHOBSIVERWHS all(@o AUOWSHH)MM®)
@06MM)EMUIUB @BRERAOOMIHABO DD ENIORILEBHIRITV)AOL @D TV
o®lod @REIN0Mo HGHIBBIM).

QUBaueEBUBee) MM, el (aIVA1ORJOIMY0 B3)S0OD, 053
af)aM (NODOMIOL! Galdodal HAVMS RTINS HeOTVee)SICRITB6)
80)2l2)) MsaN) M16EB)EMINUT GRIGREE CHOSMVRUWES M(GEVWHO
@P2)LILAOV TVORIAIM HaIYHAM) NI BHo)@IVlal ¢Hz1VaE,
LnJ(S(G)éoeﬂyj anailse o L‘ﬂﬂcrﬁ(zs)tgonﬂoeauéi, @RYAUUDYOIM) 2IBI(@O
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QIGMNIOWo DBBAIOL). @)Y GHJOAMOMO BjaHyaNLIEBUE EHOBMVE
@PM)RAIEH)MENE. NDMBHOLITVoRABBOBHN)Ola] @ROIWOIM)o
@R®I03 @REINOMO HBIBBOM)0 HFIIVMICEI MA)HH) @RYORIEINOMo
DENROANG:WBR). MDYHE) DOQIOSICMMEENAN) alOWIMD &FlV
MONEST3 M)MBH0LI2IBI @O HN0]2] @OIWeMo. D G IRIW]
£106M 6(al0aNIVA GRIGDE MMBH GRAYLIYAOW TVOERIAIM
MBSV, @REZa00 MaIM®] @RYELIHIEHIIN DD @RMALI
2}00)3OOWIG3 HOBAU BREGFAOHOEM TVAYELAOW] BRMYNaCIBHOT
af)aM) DD ENUOLILBHILITV)A0L @D @RYUDOMS1EH)IN).

20008 BRMEM 230V EDYPIMAIZ0

Embroidered prayer at death of Great grand mother Ittyanam
Presented by Cochin Nuns, 1916
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Interrogating the Received Notions:
Prof. George Menacherry and the History
of the St. Thomas' College, Trichur

Dr. N.J. Francis*

The history of the St. Thomas’ College, Trichur-an institution
with which Prof. George Menacherry has associated himself in
various capacities for the last forty-six years-has also been a theme
of the scholarly inquiries and pursuits undertaken by Prof. Men-
acherry along with a gamut of other questions of socio-cultural,
religious and art-historical significance pertaining to the Syrian
Christian community in India. This brief article looks into the con-
tributions of Prof. Menacherry in bringing out and popularising
the history of the St. Thomas’ College, Trichur, the first Catholic
private College in Kerala that has bequeathed a rich legacy to mo-
dernity in Kerala through educational activities and intellectual
initiatives for more than a century.

The nature of Prof. Menacherry’s perception of what the St.
Thomas’ College stood for as well as his engagement with what
the College has been doing during the last one century of its ex-
istence as the premier centre of higher learning in central Kerala
placed him in a unique position to develop, by the 1980s, an out-
line of a history of the College. This outline has effectively gone
into the making of the more comprehensive proposals in recent
times for a detailed intellectual history of this College in the con-
text of a wider history of education in modern Kerala and the role
of the Catholic Church in such a history.

A comprehensive effort at looking back at the history of the
College dates back to the Golden Jubilee, in 1969, of the up-gra-
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dation of this educational institution as a Second Grade College
affiliated to the University of Madras in 1919, at a time when the
institution was already thirty years old. There were, of course,
attempts at reviewing the educational past of the College as had
been done in 1925 by Fr. John Palocaren, the first Principal of the
College, in connection with the raising of the College as the first
First Grade College in the princely state of Cochin in June 1925.
Yet another attempt at reconstructing the history of the College
was the occasion of the Diamond Jubilee in 1979 of the affiliation
of the College to the University of Madras.

It is time now to point out the basic features of these attempts at
historicising the past of the St. Thomas’ College. This will locate
the interventions of Prof. Menacherry in rectifying the blurring
of certain significant data pertaining to the history of the College
that took place on certain occasions of reviewing its past. The first
historical review was the one attempted in 1969 in the context of
the Golden Jubilee of the affiliation of the College to the Univer-
sity of Madras. Prof. Menacherry was, at this time, only a young
member of the teaching staff, barely thirty-one years old, but al-
ready on the scholarly pursuits for which he later earned national
and international acclaim. In spite of the earnestness and rigour
of the Golden Jubilee celebrations, what escaped the event was
the historical significance of the three decades of the institutional
past that lay behind ‘St. Thomas’ College’, Trichur, prior to 1919.

Prof. Menacherry welcoming The Cover of the
the gathering at the Old Boys’ Diamond Jubilee
Day in connection with the Commemoration
Diamond Jubilee Celebra- Volume
tions, 1979-80
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The Golden Jubilee Souvenir !, too, missed the fact that what hap-
pened in 1919 was not the founding of any new institution, as
many people in the College as well as even outside still seem to
think, but only the starting of a Junior Intermediate Class and a
College Department. In fact, the Head Master became the head
of both the High School wing as well as the College Department.
We have enough evidence to believe that both the wings together
constituted the same institution for a long time until developments
within the machinery of Governments necessitated the bifurcation
of the College from the school or vice versa. Viewed in the light
of changing Government rules and regulations, these institutions
which are in many respects older than the Governments that ad-
ministered them, tended to review their past based on these chang-
es. In fact, the College operated within the administrative space
provided by the princely state of Cochin on the one hand and the
Government of Madras Presidency under the British on the other.

It is equally pertinent now to go further back and read the first
ever historical note on the College, by Rev. Fr. John Palocaren,
the first Principal,’ in 1925, whereby he considered Dr. Adolphus
E. Medlycott as one of the three successive Founders of the Col-
lege, the other two being Mar John Menacherry and Mar Fran-
cis Vazhapilly. Here we have the first clear perception of how the
‘St. Thomas’ College’ took its birth. We do not know the circum-
stances under which the collective and shared memory of the real
beginnings of the College began to blur from the archival records
of the College as well as from the popular memories.

When the history of the College subsequently got percolated
down to the students and the public at large in central Kerala, a
fragmented view of its history was what came to be cherished.
Thus, the College Calendars of the 1970s and 1980s began to carry
in the preface such statements as ‘It was founded by the Rt. Rev.
Dr. John Menacherry, the Bishop and Vicar Apostolic of Trichur,
in April, 1919...° It is in this context that the intervention of Prof.
Menacherry becomes crucial in rectifying this blurring of evidence
by re-instating into the history of the College its real founder Dr.
Adolphus Edwin Medlycott, Ph D, the one time Professor at the
Propaganda College in Rome, author of ‘India and the Apostle
Thomas’ (London, 1905), and an internationally reputed historian
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of the Syrian Christians of South Asia.

It is the Diamond Jubilee Commemoration Volume of the Col-
lege that offered Prof. Menacherry the site for questioning the way
the history of the College was till then perceived and for proposing
an alternate perspective. He was himself the Joint Convenor and
Managing Editor of the Diamond Jubilee Commemoration Vol-
ume Committee, with the late P. Thomas, another reputed scholar
of history and author of several renowned books on history, reli-
gion, culture, and art,* as the Convenor.

The two essential features of Prof. Menacherry’s revision of
the history of the College are 1) the reinstating of Dr. A. E. Medly-
cott as the founder of the College, and 2) the placing of the history
of the College against the background of the history of the Syrian
Christian community in India as a whole, and not in terms of the
personal interests and capabilities of certain individuals, be they
prelates or clerics or academics.

The shift of emphasis brought in by Prof. Menacherry is aptly
portrayed on the very cover design of the Diamond Jubilee Com-
memoration Volume itself. In fact, the very celebration of the Di-
amond Jubilee symbolically began with a Dipasikha brought from
Kodungallur where, according to Syrian Christian tradition, the
Apostle Thomas first landed on the Malabar Coast. The said vol-
ume contained, more as a preface and statement of the new his-
torical insight, a two-page explanation* as to why the St. Thomas
Cross in granite was portrayed on the cover of the Diamond Jubi-
lee Commemoration Volume. It also carried extensive quotations
from what the editor of the volume referred to as “our founder’s
work” on our Patron.’ Thus, the very history, and the intellectual

Prof. Menacherry listening to a Medlycott Lecture

84 | emdslemd o 6aldal. (6ADI) 6RIGDET EAMIC IR RMIRGHS(OMA0



and scholastic activity that were part of the St. Thomas’ College
began to be viewed as an adjunct of the history and activities of the
Syrian Christian community as a whole in India.

Something more about the less-known work of the founder of
the ‘St. Thomas’ College’ needs to be stated here in way of clar-
ification in the light of an article written by Dr. A. E. Medlycott
himself on the history of the Thomas Christians.® In the last sec-
tion of this article, Dr. Medlycott deals with the near contemporary
history and activities of the new Vicariate of Trichur, which helps
us to add an interesting note on Medlycotts conception of the Col-
lege. On his own activities, he wrote: ‘....he took early steps to
open as many elementary parish schools as possible; within nine
years (1888-96) the vicariate was provided with no less than 231
elementary parish schools’, besides a high school (St. Thomas’
College), with 95 students; ....and plans were prepared to house
the above college in a handsome structure. This was the condition
of things when the bishop went to Europe on sick leave’ (italics
added) in 1895. This reminds us of the long term vision of Dr.
Medlycott and proves beyond doubt that what he founded was, in
fact, a real college itself and not an elementary school. The burden
of constructing this handsome building fell on Mar John Menach-
erry, who was appointed Vicar Apostolic in 1896, on plans that
were already prepared and finalised by our founder, in the famil-
iar words of Prof. George Menacherry. Msgr. Palocaren wrote in
1925 that a well-known engineer, who had occasion to visit the
College, after contemplating the edifice for a while, turned to the

s ~
Prof. Menacherry at the Third Medlycott Lecture, on 2nd March,
2007, seeking clarification from Prof. M.G.S. Narayanan
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present writer and exclaimed: A magnificent pile. He is a genius
who planned it!® though it had been forgotten by that time as to
who actually planned the handsome structure for the College.

It was in order to highlight the scholarship of the founder of the
College and rekindle the spirit of an interdisciplinary dialogue ‘a
tradition set by Dr. Medlycott himself” that the Medlycott Foun-
dation was established by some academics who believe in the ne-
cessity for dialogue among researchers, scholars, intellectuals, and
all those who can partake in the quest for truth. Prof. Menacherry
has been the adviser of the Foundation since its inception in 2005.

I dedicate this brief write-up as a token of my admiration to
the historical scholarship and antiquarian pursuits of Prof. George
Menacherry, whose secular and scholarly engagements with the
history and prospects of a community took him to many roads not
trodden so far. It was from my revered teacher, Professor M. G. S.
Narayanan, onetime Chairman of the Indian Council for Historical
Research, that I first heard of Prof. Menacherry, when I was still a
postgraduate student at the Department of History, University of
Calicut. Much later, Dr. George Michell, a leading authority on
pre-modern Indian architecture, told me how Prof. Menacherrys
works on the Christian Church architecture of Kerala helped him
when he edited two volumes on the wooden sculptural traditions
of south India for the National Centre for the Performing Arts.’ I
sent a letter to Prof. Menacherry the same day of my meeting Dr.
Michell, who introduced me to early Indian temple architecture

Prof. Menacherry

at the First Medlycott
Lecture, on 20th
January, 2005,
seeking clarification
from Prof. M. R.
Raghava Varier
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at the British Museum in 2003. As I went through the shelves of
the library of the School of Oriental and African Studies of the
University of London, I did come across the volumes published by
Prof. Menacherry, many of which were frequently borrowed and
read by researchers in that part of the world as well. I wish Prof.
Menacherry many more decades of fruitful historical scholarship
and antiquarian pursuits.

* Reader and Head, Dept. of History, St. Thomas’ College,
Trichur. He was a Fellow of the Indian Institute of Advanced Study,
Shimla. Presently, he is UGC Research Awardee at the Dept. of
History, University of Calicut.
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Professor George Menachery
The Tireless Searcher after
St Thomas Christian Heritage

Fr. Dr. A.M. Mundadan CMI

It gives me immense happiness to join his other friends and
well wishers to warmly greet this heritage-minded professor in
the full bloom of his Saptati.

It was in the 1960s my acquaintance with Prof. George Men-
achery started. One day his brother James and the professor came
to see me. Young and energetic, his enthusiasm and firm determi-
nation to dedicate himself to the cause of the Christian heritage
of India shone brightly in his youthful face and in his inspired
words. He was launching a great project-a series of what he called
St Thomas Christian Encyclopedia of India. He wanted my col-
laboration in this grand venture. Another time he took me to his
home at Ollur-a home that was fast turning into a heritage house, a
continuation of the tradition his maternal grandfather Kunjuvareed
had established. Kunjuvareed’s house at Kattur had been a marvel
of traditional Kerala architecture, with a library full of old tomes
related to the history of Christianity and several antiques that sym-
bolized an earlier era.

George was then teaching English literature at the prestigious
St Thomas’ College, Thrissur. An earnest teacher though he was
of English literature, George’s first love was Christian history and
Christian archeology. Finally when this dream project of the En-
cyclopedia was launched he was kind enough to include my name
in the Board of Editorial Consultants. I wrote an article for Vol. II:
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‘History of St Thomas Christianity in India to the Present Day’. I
was also able to provide Prof. Menachery with some colour slides
of churches of Kerala and their art treasures which we had collect-
ed for the Dharmaram College Exhibition during the celebration
of the 19th centenary of the death of St Thomas the Apostle, 1972.

Many of George’s friends wondered whether the project would
materialize or would remain at the dream level. I too was some-
what sceptical. But Prof. George surprised all when the news was
flashed that volume two was going to be released by His Eminence
Joseph Cardinal Parecattil in the presence of His Holiness Cathol-
icos Baselius Augen I. Actually the book was released on 7 April
1973 almost coinciding with the culmination of the 19th Centenary
celebrations of the Death of St Thomas. At another grand function
on 3 July 1973 Joseph Cardinal Parecattil presented copies of the
volume to the then Governor of Kerala Sri N. N. Vanchoo. Both
the functions were widely covered by the media and the Encyclo-
pedia got good publicity. The book and its skilful editor George
became celebrities overnight. We were all wonderstruck when we
got in our hands the grand size volume in magnificent class and
style. Great acclaim not only from the general public but from
the part of scholars and learned persons greeted the monumental
work and its author. One reviewer wrote that the Encyclopedia
with authoritative articles, reproductions of ancient documents
and colour pictures, rich with maps, tables and plates is a highly
recommended reference tool for hard to obtain information. Oth-
ers remarked that they knew nothing better as a reference book on
Christianity in India than the St Thomas Christian Encyclopedia.
For most people this lavishly produced work rarely found in In-
dia was an extraordinary publishing achievement with scholarly
serenity and reliability-a compendious and comprehensive work
with a remarkable coverage of the whole ground - history, culture,
customs, divisions, art, architecture, music, parish life, liturgical
vestments, Christian traditional occupations, dance and drama, in-
stitutions, statistics and what not.

The toil and moil Prof. Menachery underwent to get this monu-
mental volume published are known, perhaps, only to a few of his
close friends and relatives. I remember the pain he confined in his
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heart at the time of stress and strain. Some of his friends including
me did what they could. But that was not much. I understand that
he had to draw on his life’s savings and family property to get vol-
ume two out of the press. But the surprising thing is that George
never showed at any time worry or anxiety. He went on with great
optimism and full faith in God that the project, which he consid-
ered a divinely designated work, would succeed. Succeed, indeed,
he did. He has emerged as the heritage- minded professor and the
“guardian angel” of history and Christian cultural patrimony.

Excellent publications followed: the first volume of the Ency-
clopedia; “The Nazranies”which is the first of several projected
volumes of classics on history of Christianity in India. A cheaper
but a more perfect edition of Vol. II of the Encyclopedia under the
name “Thomapaedia’ has also seen light. The third volume of the
Encyclopedia is ready for release.

This heritage person with his wide knowledge of the Church in
Kerala and with a lot of precious collections of antiques is avail-
able for all people whenever they need his expert service. I or-
ganized two events here at Jeevass Kendram, one in 1999 on the
Synod of Diamper and another a painting exhibition on ‘The Hu-
man Face of the Divine’ in 2004. On both occasions George was
the main resource person. In 1999 he brought to Jeevass many of
his personal collections and some special items borrowed from his
parish church of Ollur. The audience were thrilled.

With the sweet recollection of these and many other events may
I offer Prof. George Menachery who is celebrating his Saptati my
heartfelt thanks. I pray the Almighty to keep him in good health
and the best of youthful spirit to serve the Church and society for
many more years.

NOR#°
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The Mission of
Church Historian

Dr. Paul Pulikken

Church history is often regarded as an unrewarding and tire-
some subject, studied because of the academic compulsions and
by certain experts. For the real scholars in theology and other al-
lied subjects, the learning of church history or better church in
history is of paramount importance. It is in this respect the con-
tribution of Prof. George Menachery assumes great importance in
the historicization of Indian and Kerala Church.

Historical method

As popularly understood, history is not a blind memorizing of
some facts and figures that happened in the past. What interests us
is not so much ““the accumulated past of the church”. We try to fo-
cus on the mutual interaction of both history upon the church and
the church upon history. In theological sense, history is the arena
of God’s providential intervention in this world. It is not a haphaz-
ard, artificial, mechanistic working that God has in history. Church
history deals with the presence and working of divine grace in
the world. We study here the direction and destiny of the world
towards the kingdom of God. We analyze the role of the church in
proclaiming, celebrating, re-presenting the reality of God’s grace
and of the Kingdom. In this proclamation, the Christ event has a
central role. In the history of church and theology, the centrality of
the role of Jesus Christ is clearly affirmed.

Therefore our study of the church in history is intrinsically
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related to the contemporary situation of the world. The histori-
cal method is very important in today’s theologization. The 20™
century has amply used the historical method, which is an up-to-
date rereading of the biblical message with a deep search into the
meaning of parituclar events in history. Gaudium et Spes, the Pas-
toral Constitution of the Second Vatican II states in n. 40: “That
the earthly and the heavenly city penetrate one another is a fact
open only to the eyes of faith; moreover, it will remain the mystery
of human history, which will be harassed by sin until the perfect
revelation of the splendour of the sons of God”.

“Catholic” History

Up until now, only the north Atlantic history and culture (Eu-
rope and America) were the prevalent ones that shaped the history
of the church. According to Karl Rahner, the renowned theologian
of 20™ century, the church has had two major historical moments
and is now moving into a third. The first was the Jewish moment.
The Christ event was preached in the beginning to Israel. This is
the period of Jewish Christianity, with its centre in Jerusalem. The
second moment, which is also very much culturally determined, is
the moment of Hellenistic church, the church of Europe and the
Americas. The transition (or the break) from the first to the sec-
ond took place, with the decision (or the many decisions) to carry
the Gospel to the gentiles without imposing circumcision or oth-
er Jewish practices and customs on the new Christians. The third
moment was inaugurated by the Second Vatican Council (1962-
1965), the Council of reform and renewal in the Catholic Church.
It is where the church became truly catholic. There is a forward
movement from a church that had previously given importance
to the cultural heritage of Europe and North America to one that
embraced all the cultures of the world.

This transition from a north Atlantic church to a world church
started in the council and that process is not yet complete.

The role of church historian

Today the historian, without prejudices and presuppositions,
has to collect the data and interpret it, offering a balanced and
impartial judgment of the event that took place. Likewise, church
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historian also takes into account the events in the life of the people
of God, the community of believers and interprets those events in
the great plan of God for humanity.

The church is the body of Christ and thus it must be incar-
nate in history of the ordinary people, their life experiences, their
struggles and successes. One can view church as a static reality
with a focus on structure and organization. One can also look at
the church as a dynamic and vibrant reality, ever open to the var-
ied promptings of the Holy Spirit in different ways and sensitive
to dialogue with the different cultures and religions of the world.
This latter view is to be highlighted today in Church history. And
this was the one supported and promoted by the Second Vatican
Council.

Thus church historian is an optimistic researcher in theology
and the allied subjects. In this he can be compared to a journalist,
who makes a story out of facts and figures- a story that needs to be
unbiased. Church historian objectively and cautiously evaluates
the forward march of events in the wider panorama of the King-
dom of God. God calls human person and the community made of
human persons for a right response in individual and social lives.
It is the duty of the church historian to point out, without fear or
favour, the riches of church’s tradition as well as the failures in the
response of the members of the church.

Chevalier George Menachery, by his yeomen service in church
history, has contributed greatly to the existing fund of knowledge
on the Indian and Kerala church, especially the Syro-Malabar
church. He is a great model for persistent research, often in ar-
chives and rooms where things are “dumped”- this is the work of
historian, which is often not much trumpeted before the people.
Unfortunately the species of those scholars doing fundamental re-
search in church history and theology is diminishing. Hopefully
the example of this lay church historian would prompt those in the
academic world to deepen themselves in church history.
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I will be there
in spirit

Henry H.C.Q. Brownrigg from London

Very many congratulations on attaining the age of three score
years and ten. Please accept my advice and avoid growing old
gracefully. Growing old disgracefully is much more fun, and
keeps your children on their toes.

Alas, I do not think that I can leap in a plane and come to Ollur,
but I will be there in spirit. [ am sure that it will be a very memo-
rable occasion.

I was in Tamil Nadu in February, organizing projects on behalf
of the British Association for Cemeteries in South Asia (BACSA),
an organization with 2,000 members. We are restoring a superb
but semi-ruinous C 17th Dutch Mausoleum, the size of a small
house, in Nagapattinam. Also cemeteries in Chennai, Salem, San-
kari Durg and Madurai.

In Britain an excitement has been the election of a friend of
mine. Fra’ Matthew Festing, as Grand Master of the Sovereign
and Military Order of Malta. As you may know, the Order issues
its own passports and stamps and is recognized as a state by forty
Catholic Countries. The Grand Master, though a layman, ranks as
a cardinal and has the style His Most Eminent Highness. Matthew
is only the second British Grand Master in the Order’s 900-year
history. [ am organizing a dinner at which he will be guest of hon-
our. Anyhow, all the best, and I look forward to seeing you again
when I am back in Kerala.
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Yours sincerely
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Let’s Ring out and
sing our Joy!

Br. Louis Majaly MMB

Let’s ring out Sapthathi Bells;

Let’s bring out heart-filled feelings

Let’s rally round dear Menachery to

proclaim his pretty life and deeds.
Lengthy shadow of the lofty Forane bell tower*
Gently kisses quadrangular Erinjery Tharavad every morn
Whispering the call to gaze to the heights of ancient glory
Tracing the footprints of unique ancestors of repute.

Angel Raphael who walked with Thobias in solitary ways

Ensuring push to move in unknown untrod paths

Ever docile he was to the call from deep within

Ever enduring he was to realize his cherished goals.
Gathering and sharing wisdom is his persisting passion
Printing and publishing is his ever-lingering hunger.
So dear is to him ancient Erinjeri Tharavad in Ollur
The abode enriched by ancestors of nobility and fame,
A monumental house with stories for every tiny part
Inexhaustible barn of self-esteem, courage and vigor.

A man of vision and action, a star in the cloudy sky,

Who mastered realms of words, history, arts and culture

Brave he is to dream of a museum and bulky volumes

Persevering he is to grasp horizons untouched by others.
To the depths of history he dived and picked up pearls,
To the heights of fame he soared up by wings of toil.
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Strong is his will power; dynamic is his word power,
Unique are his talents to meet challenges of the times.

In silence and solitude he laboured night and day

In the sublime company of volumes old and new

Amazed he was at the little relics of bygone days

Pieces of craft in wood, stone or metal and mined books.
A glaring star he is in the firmament of culture
Enthusiastic and energetic even when entering seventies
May the bloom of his much-awaited scholarly volumes
Spread out nectar and fragrance in the years to come.

O dear Menachery, crown of the family, pride of the people,

May God have the joy that His dreams on you are realized in full.

* Forane bell tower = Bell tower of St. Antony’s Forane Church,
Ollur

2190 GEROsslewIB
2j3mlo

SOBEO3 MIHEM @D
06R1(enId

@OMAHSOMM OB 6(aldad. (€AWI) ERIADET E2MIEE R@IRIGRS(OMA0 | 165



o o) Calgmd

00l GW). &.6HN. CMIAM
(oIl lei6d, dMF eRIMOM 68, &6N3d

MOM)o GalgM)o ®aAIE3 EMEO AUVAIO QY@ IOTVLA)ENS
G21503 GMOOO ald:I® AN 630) AUYSMIWIWV]0)MM). 6EEBBIOS
)S)oNIONE3 2156003 GRBMIADTIM AllcUoaH GISHH@)MBOV0)a).
@6 ©aleNMd)SlBU8 &$lew RMo @IMITE NEBBBINS &)S)o
NI 2)9)QIM Cal0)OSW)0 (UORL EaISHY H003O3IeNMBOVE)aM).
AOEBB)OS GPIDWOS @RA|OAO (@a]a|dMB0) Galdlg@IMOCs
@ailoswss0IBe9)0 G2156MS IRl MIEMa0M0W])IM). H210)q]
OICRIMOAN (B1QICDHR0W] (alalBom]2flo)an 60) alys)]
@OWI0)M). H)SlOSEHSEBCaloelo B0) AUBAB2JAIIN AUYE®IWOS
8000 B051WYAN). OOAOMVB)U8 HIGVIGE aIClHP)EMINUB GaImel
QAUWBY GalgM BQROOMIT B0} HB1HOHA|LNEMBOSE]. @PSIO
argleeal alelya MoV} GR@IN (alG210B8Mo. OO0V E:)Ud
GOQIG3 alCle9)EMINUE MO B0} HOQPOM) ROMSlE: MVITN2W]
@allay). allimIS @M {I8s] 1@ HIVMS EGROTVABAV CHICS
03 1018 eMIdW8 B80) 20MVld: (allB0 §aIT®) (alTVlEL1E:O]
ajloyam).

GOOAW CHI6M(SIHS DMIWIHE DRIE(SIHHTT CHhIM(SIBHSITI
(2160IUTla] a0 @R M CaISOM B0) af)MVHIMIVAE @RYEHMHRANI
©lo)an) @@aN0. GalgM TLOasIMyEmIele RAEsMeillrvomlenno
@0y} @@l 0. @RqEA30 MIBMIMWEDIN AIPeEE] sna3odalawl
cglmio nil. af).s6)0 NEMIGUITS(@o 6af)aGld:allcUWROW
alClaj). af)INO@3 HEMEE alClHe}AIOM @ITBaloAOLIMS EENIOWY
9a]56a]08 Mo@lati MVIACI®IOBICRISS 200008 @10)@OMa)).
2B o) BEINTVA@ BRYSHEMOAAN @ |HMB0 GAInO0 2)ANIAHOID
2@ mloealgl.

1 66 @OIEHSOMB HHA. 6)aldad. (BA)) 6RIGDE EAMIEIE ROMIRIGHS(OMA0



9210)a]ODIG3 MOHAN alOIN AOVDMWHS DSOAWIWVIJIM) Gal53.
2eIIsemlene ®AIFIeNM8S WOMI80 al)NMB:EBUS &05)0)88
@Rq[0a|e0d GUIAINEILNMEOWI)IM). TVIO®(INYIVACOTIENBO
@O @Ry BGILIO CNOADI, 20MYER)A @YFala|@la], MB2RE 2O
2100 (aImlawle:06meaBud arlglad aleyemIlo)am). @M Qlle:Sa3,
H@E6 D@L AP (aITNlEL1H0MEEBSIG8 @RAoa]® alellw
SHNINOV0)IM). 62150M ®A$ aIClajlaj®io @A [0a|MOVIO)INE®.
Ben0leal aMEBS)OS &)S1nIIGIed WOz Moled A E:
3B8)2)6NE00)aN). adlMm) al(@aoe ARYCIIWI0)aN). @R M) WD
80 OalBA0MEMS 9eNROVI0)M@IMOG3 @RAIR MGEIM BREAG]H
Dloeiv)e MoRElpeIv)o Hag)BrlmElnriw)o (alMS1RL1E:06MeEBUI
e1gy 200lo}aM). HHILM, 01TV WLRAY, G:0mEeils:; WVRQY,
eoelan, MAIT’ESQW Al MY, oSl ndal GlMal(@o,
£00meild; andralal agamlal sepdleel allgled anwalenaom
e18320010)aM). (HOmeild:; EHITBOIY B8 MSAMEajoud B0)
ag)BMU1eNIlaMB MSOM)BHW)o BRI CRIHOBINL! &HEOMILlHed
(a1V1BL1:06MEBBUD (2 13BUBlalay ORWomM caMIGa]d] (aloses
Wa|M) WS qROFIM TLENOMo  LIE1HE)BWMEMBOW.) G215
aelo dlairvanoe enilnilnvl.dleno, «f)eaf@ead@ elo aiMmloyam
QRBOMBUD (UoRUlafjeHS) QlleIlo)0m)@0l0)am). (19509210 2OQO
ag)oleeomal arlgled couslcwo Penzowloyamy).

aloMOMIG3 G2l 2ilS)EMOVI0)IM). @RELYIAIBAHE CalgOM
06)0la] Mel alao0)aM). MIELIVSTIWHS HO0LODICE Galg
Mo af)OMBO @RMYRM)o B0)CAIINRIVWIVI)MM). 6IMOM)o GalgM)o
®2l@d aflelGaoud QIPHEISO0)ENE. C2ISM AYIBSIAUO)AOV] DSl
P08 HMMEM2NBOSSIV]0)aIN). 6O 2g)210010)20W
EDSalPH)aN TVIBIAIHHIOMIWV)IM). DD HHAIVYRLYO alLIGadP)o
@RAVITLO® HENBIBHIWIFENE. Hald®}VoNDD) (AIGAUUDTIBHOM ®)S
BEIOEMINS Gal5M &)S)MRINB)GHSINIW] DSalPH:0M)o BRM)D)EI0
@SB3 ROAVM@MIVTIOM10)AI0M)0 @)S6BEI. QilemdaImav
20802100 ail3jodmal cmmoano allimls ¢Hoese el
©210320M)0, @RYUB MWL MYAOMB GRETVOMNIICWAHM HHAUMS
(eImlawadlo @RV GREEINM B0)aloS) MoARISHEFIG (aINIBOIT 2]
@O TVoLISMOaINSAl HOSIVaf). MAIO®] @YE LINaHlHe)aM
DD BRAUTVOOITE MIGEBMEMIBN)GAUIUE G21508 @REIROM
0000 BOBIG] 500463308 H2IPGNFBI@OWV] B06MI0. EMEBBS)0
@R @PEINIMOWIGE aliH)G2l0)aN). @)SGMM)o &A2AMIOMMOW]
MBANOG) GaldHOM HOBAI0 GRYAHOOM @OMYNaslENOS.

@ISO O 6)(aldad. (8AI) ERIGDET €2MIECIE BIFIERS(OMN0 167



@rmlwad

ml. IO M. ado. M.

a10e1)d@ caIEVI@MIM) 208q[0a|W)OS @R 1H00M(3 G@RE]
aIBy afl®oailed M) af)HM @EMRM c(aldan. GROGRE GAMO
G20l aBQIAUOEHEIV®) HENBGaJOU8 55 HMILIBBUBSHND)MI B05)
Gal0een HAVAG a1 HHAOAVLO)US EREEMATIGE HAla] MV
oM AdaHl®E1IN0 @P®ING @PRL GUAIZo @RI Gafloyamn
2UHNVI@BT@IM)o M)W ERWIHICIHS)OS @R 1HI00mINM]
OHRWM3 @RELIHHUA MOHIAN HASICDI &)O3] HBISIOM BOAR
©@Oo6M QIAN D).

2)aM) @REEBSAOVIEM VBFO). B)AMN)Eal0)o )OI MOHPWIE).
M) Gald)o BOMGaIBMMO®3 ArlS afloan vosnism)eclmaoiomlo)o.
(LalWOMA(T] Ra0QIGLING3 OM(a0), 0at(Sall®IQl Da0ITRONITW],
(001. DBPME AOBIVAE MSEBIY B0H(SIV EMMILHMMOIBOW)o,
MIMI2a@o06@B8OW 00 l)0)0, Bleflaie:)n00)0 MABYITV)e @00l
SMULN0 af)aN) CAUENE alClafla] @YOIWIOIW @RAED§IAIGHOOD)O0]
2J)0 2132 621Q)0. BOGCOIO)TNO)0 MIANIETBUB AIOWIAN® @6
mele®maN) MadMOlend8 @REEBV0 (V0aldn)o. MAIG TEBBOHM
@B HHAN®)0 NIaOSo af)S}ENINDHALI00 HIETNIG GRERIIDHE
Qlell® qLEIDIUAIEM. @RAITVIMo @RANIIDHS MeHUSE|G aN)
©6N8) 2105)a10S] O0S)EN)0. ‘BRLIGHOS M)0l2] OO GaldOEl
Ssomalenilio M16EE], GHOOM)IV)EHIN2J00) SHIV@CIROMILo
B0BO OBRHOOM] GaldW @PEY! algl, alomi, BOHANIOBHWIMNA
W@3. @EaJOUd @a|MB al0W)o a)HMO AN} G@RYENBDLHUIHH )0
@PAIQ alCla] aBo®®rleNe MVHSEIE3 Ml Mel LIRSS

1 68 @OIEHSOMB HHA. 6)aldad. (BA)) 6RIGDE EAMIEIE ROMIRIGHS(OMA0



MLER0Mo &S5 eNE. MANO8 o A1SIA3 BOMYQAIMNOGE 2132]JW6S
@ QUDWOT3 OO AJOBNYBHSAN) MILISHEMo. BREDHN0 TVEANO
oHA06M). DHOBYOS MWD NS0 HEMIM. GRAITNVIMO WSV HH)
@ROAV)0 @REI(AI0Wo al0W)o. MBVWAIM EMILIBHINIE:)EGMUOUD
H0600) @RIDWAS BRSIBHT BPRRWO CMS)o. 2182 H2IT®) SO
@13 lOLImOT 004688 oflaMIS @Rq|M)o, DBWa MO0
QI0)eMINMB 630} M™10a]od] 2182 H21T® @10)ROMHN)o0.

921010 HOMIG3 IClEN)EMINUE @AM HOQYPOM) AONVId
af)P}MO0YNE. GROW @I ENILIM af)M) Gald) OBIS)OIM).
@§UBINI ISV 2 IClENAD HOLIOD EaOIQUE CGWHS oR]
oHl@3 B30) MOSB0 af) PO HS1HOS OB06ME GREIMDlaflaf). B:05)0
OO @Raj0a|Md GRGIM) @RAIM) 630) AULNW (aIEa1dBMAIWVI)AN)
MEl ML o NMTMH6BBU3 @R [0a]ad A06EBEITEH00)MS. all(@:006lm M
HLOGUD, 2100YEAEMINMO DMB)GRIE I @SEBB] alfi®)o. @RY$ala|dlaf)
&S0 QAOEBBI0YNE. DONIIOMBO ML @REEIOM oMy E)2l
@R$2lo|@laflad wlanoem Wl o).

&) SlH0)EMINUE HAIBBoCH00] BFlHHIMM A Id(@OWITE B0) H210lWw
31000 26M2OWI)M). @P®M) 80) el aigYenwlellsls @ B100
O3 5)OS HAUBBo HWO] ald(@0o MYEBBIMW af) DTVAWO af)SIHe)
o) Mloleulen)o. alel ME1SHIMEBS)0 aldlHUIMEBB)0 Hal0)a]
OMIT3 @OAN MSTMOOYENE.

80)3lainve arlgled soel e@mne aIls)n=0es] &S1e9)emIoud
AUSlHE HHF0M HOAE 2)01a)). Mel 2)B2VBH HOVIWVWOVO)]
M@ ©AISIVE[0U8 @BRAIO almsoemlailloailond @ymi m)cleom)
Gl @)milepe® alemzoemlailoaidsn ean)o. MEqa|oud @AM
MORBIG3 af)(® BRYIMVal@ B3 SOl 06EBEMo. MOIAl @RERWHS
AlBPW 21O VIG3 800Fal OBH6NE MV)A IRV

©EI020MOMITE Ml 29W)o MSIVMBRER U3 GRYa|OM
A0EBBUY VENB)GlOHOWI0 HBIENBJAUOIM B05)B MV)ST3 BRWHN)o.
@RQ[0a]OM H)BMIHISWV)0, GRIDWIOS HITIH)SW)o DENBIHY0
@Y O] HYGB. NEBBIOS B)FHhSBU QIEEH] ald00 af)Moe
®)BMI) HSOO0Y0. GRIDWIOS HITIHS @RAIMI0 HHISIHN)0
afloam aveilo)o aleslafiSlen)o. S001SOO AISIDlOR! B5)$lHE]0s
OQI8B0 MILIBH)MENZOMH)0. @R 21FlOAI8s0 d@Slajla] MSHN)o
@RAIM. quenil HYleleloEm®)eE:0MEj0 ALY &h)SVWOIV®)
OB06MB)0 @RAIM HAIBB0 H@Tlafla] MSEE)BWEM. DM @M
QilGsene, amEBU3 af)EBBOHMOWH:ILN0 AIMM)OHE:OBBI0. INEBBUI

@ISO O 6)(aldad. (8AI) ERIGDET €2MIECIE BIFIERS(OMN0 169



@Y O MOS MSHN)ENIOUB H)S1HU3 EBOS ECMILS] 2 1Ble)0.
@REBBEOM @O0 vdRlyo ®1BAM) HlSl. l0MIlG3 ag)OmEMIOU3
Q6NB) GMOS) BHSHHIMYENE. GRYA|OM EMISIHMO GRA1BHOm)
MIBOM)o. EMEIBUY AIOYEMIOUY BPQYa|M E®IZIG3 goeasl il
ANEBOB DD HOWIT3 MM @R BHOVIGRISE) HSOWIOAUDE)0,
@Yo HoLiload ®emisle)o HUSSOMIGE M)S1eeEMo af)an) al
0W)EMIOUD QILIY ED(SNIOBHUT MoMVOBIER)0. (AULHHNAIOW)0) ag)M)
alO6I  @0q da|M B06MONE M)S)Be)o. BPW)o HAUSIANODEI0
06MO3 af)a®) RoUflowle)am).

@ODOENSOWINNG HOWEH HHY)MIBo, DO, HWal, alSQILlo
B35 MSIOYME. @Rada |0 GRM) EMILHOIM Galdd)EMINUY ANEEBS)o
B)0SEaOV] BR®) AUBOYANM)o @Yo EMILHIMILIBH)0. AOSIO
ala]B0 01l U8 WO0080 &¥lajlSiens. GRM) GaldeLl al0)o. MIE)UB
aflg) aImMo@3 ag)elolo)e &Sl &ElB)o. (alWOM HSl (an6e@l)
QI0006mM afloam nI0geAM0emM)o OleB)o. @REEBIOM &Slaj)o
@epsloyo eaHlafjo 6MEEBUE AUSBMN) AULR®IW.

sl aeelenid),
6 MEa0I0W

(nilglegi 2j3mil@o
0660, £1eMBmM

170 | emdslemd o 6aldal. (6ADI) 6RIGDET EAMIC IR RMIRGHS(OMA0



R[] PRI BY
83200636med

cW). . 6N, HVWlom’

@M H)ISlHUd  RM1E9QI0M  cMOMREMIGIE}aN  HHdelo.
(AIC®d]a] DEOOMOIVHNO0IW BOBEMOD (BT YoM UB.
O»02JDEIMVL  &H)EEOMOIN] BAUDINBU3H6 @REDI) OaleMde:)Sleudan)
GUOaHO MVEIMOAHROW] HSAN) AU GROVIWo . HR. GRIAB
2R)0 ollms Rd2E caMOE MW alGlemailajd. @oaloa]ad
(ag0lcemmM@l G®OR) AOlajGUdaHo @RYBIANOW] &)S)o6NUOYIG3
K02 GRYMBYSIWOIVGIMOT GOD af)aN) MINB:O6Mo 6)21GQ6N3
@OW10)aM). (alC®Ydsla] @AM AG2 T @M MOLIAM)o
Ol )5l RM2MOHNE)BS B):6110 OBIENBOHEMAT MO0
alOEOm] ©)AN  BGHORINOV@IMI@3. ag)MIO)ANOLN0 MDD AB:™)
@REMH»)G] HSIO@I0)aN BIOYWOS @RaOMO (al)OMMBal)®
H)EOMAUCID)) Gald) MDBHEMOAM  @Ra|M MIURIVa)). a)OmD
0} 0HHIVIHOF, BREZOOMINIG @DaOM CalGlSOMd MVOWIBHIO®
Cald® B):0 02NVl M@IMOTE A0l )M Galdl5O®s
MANISHAM) EAOATI]. @REBBHM COINWICHMNS GMINISIVEHO0M
a)B1EIME] OB DEIVAN H)CHTDAD] ABM  AUOOYFPIWODS.
af)$}el®) O0Ll0 MM 05)8 LA 1Ml aIggSlvleal @ocacslm
o=IqQuoled MuNdMoailSlaf). &emaIoI®)e ADO)PIWIORL]00
GRIBLEZ MO, oPMEloal 0IRAIOMIOWOS & woelwlas,
GR0V1OV )M al)oleel ¢ROG2EE MMV @Row)1d:dla).
al188199) M@V GoTvleno allenavolene Do o Ina|S)Oo
WNSEMEBOD. HH02JDEAVL B>)CETTNOI BMUGHBUBHB6) VENBINO@OO)
@M Sl RMla], cmoa (Fr. E.J. Thomas S.J.) ag)am) caicdlsyamm)

@OMAHSMM U 6(aldad. (€AWI) ERIADET EAMIEE R@IRIERS (OMAo 171



QI®O, af)dleemmal arlgleal aflel $:006mMaImod GRIG2E]lOM CMIn
agymoem  ailglaflo)Mmme(®. @REElOM B0) CROGDE CMODW)
6N30Il. ML AldEMIO0 A LINOBSIGRITO BN OB
830) c®2alTUIVW)2)N20W. 215000 62100 |OBICE @REDWOS
@ (2sl@lel »oemeel eandlo &Slajlnl c®o2eaBo 2H03)
2@l OIMNOGE @RAAW)0 ABHB)0 @R 0 OM Y0YUD}HIBHOM H0G)BH6)
B)S1GVO]. @RRIPMBO @RYNAO(AIHO0AN0 a)BENIVEADEOMIS)0)S]
QOOHIN. @REBOHM Bal§M 0B Galdomal HAVMO AT MIE:)s1®3
@m0 GITV}AUNO aIGlBE)AIOM ISWOW]. IV TVAWED) @oa o |1d
@al5eM BRUMODIG3 GalBHNBHW)o (AIGMVATDIAE 21 MSTMHHW)o
20220, MGOMBOHVEII0 ORIV @YEMVE)SIHU3 DO
AN ajOMMBa)@ GOAOSIHE!I BRMANOIAUBHIUTIVIEM  @IOHMAN
630} WO 20aHIG3 DNV (ag)OID B0} HBILI0 HIVMO MM
€¢3008108 al0la{la))IBBGIMOG3 2IHIN)0, H(AldaDAVHOIN)0
@REITVOEENIDWMS 21YMIT  H@QONZAN  c@oaManlel).
6(10200VA@ BRMIOLIMM)o GREINOMIBN)BGHWI0 A)BE:0 HBIBB)GHW)0
02100V CMOMIVISIENE.  @RYG:00CIEN0 (ald:y D@L
AOOMal)® 2AIWNB@IM0. MVENSITB alClE)M B0LIC0) @Pa ]
OMWOW)o GRANWIHSW)o MAFHSTLADIMAI0, af)EBa |ROV)OSW)o
@RE20WI200)HSW)0 NINLIEOB)OSV)0 HEMIENEIFIWI0 OalBBMO
@S TVEMadald(@a)@0W] Qll8BIAI0M GalgM) &HSlemm).
9210)a|O@8 (Qlena|Omleno) Ml CAGIMBE &)Slwoniloyan).
agelo dlaimane aISSIVIGE GaloddH®)o (aI0BMO1Ee)&H )0
9210@10) MOV @A A lOWIOYNE. ML] @MIVOTND)BS )5
©OVNO)IME(®. @RS eeeIMlud aoWla)) ailuodle:ol
2|}OEH0S)BN)IMD BNV BoBBH)IM).

10-00 GOV H e ABOSIN) aIClHHIM CalFOHM @YYYIMO
aflssloleal HDVEWITVERENINIHS HAVAH GRITVANTY CHOOSEH]
celden®a]). allmls @rallosomean enil. ag). Gee VemI®muoaS(®o
90g) 2150l 200] 0g)S)O0) al0laf) ®SGAM). OBl 00R001OBO
BB (S0 (SBROVOWIDIIM ) BIGETMBIBN0BH BRIV &)
)MV H:06MIMIWIO}IM) BRY(Wa00. HEMED) HOTV}HHUB
HG)02100 0Q) ®ILIAI0YNBH HOITVYHESIGE 621MMIClEH) MOV
EDDEUDITVEI aldMIGBIR0A@ AI15)E:000 @RAIV]ajlo)Me®. @RES
LIOD 66O QLITMROMBHOILN0 MVIASI® B e81ea0w]
Lo §2121ai51E)AMIOAUMI MVA0AIICIE:UE AlOWOINYENS. @RAIGHE)
QIOVIOOMAT) 20aHBE CDOMANDIG HOFILIGLI0. @oAIGH6)
®13Blaflo. DD HOLIVBAIOLIGL|0EPO @oAIVIBLI af)BlCamBlajoMm

172 @OMAHSOMM A 6)(aldad. (€AWI) ERIADE €2MIEIE RIRIEUS(OMA0



M05)08 20013 BAUT12{15)6NMB0M00. (ROTV2JMB @REA 0OV B0
2012))Galo0)a)). @YEIMOa ISSIVIGE 2 IGlee)aN GOLIO Galgd
QIOOM EMEBBUB 0010 HIODIBIHN)0. af)Mlde) @RAN) HBGI6NE)
QUMMM (Hl6N] OAVG af)OMO DHHUB HFIEOM (SITT@DqN]
Mo ©alds] M3 DalcWOUIlajloyam). CAIBHOIGIBHE3 B30) CILRM Gl
8600 Q106331 OB06ME)AUMM). aflldMOGlEN@ aldle:Hemo 62190
Mo M2 &06M1enoM)o B0) HLRIMBMY HB06MBYAINN) B0) HHENIMO
£6)CRISTY. GRUIBN0WHS ROMOEBUE Mal@d eiTWlafla] alos
EBBBNBOBH] MENANAIAN EENIdENIIMYo HENOHSIVW 210S) D)ol
GIUIla] MOV 80S)MM B(SVIMNoEH] ®AN). (SVIEMO
Slafloy @ AIOMIVOMIOMO MHSIT3 BHOIMIaT. @Ryailwlcd
B0S)IN AEMInOCIWIV B0 Ha|0d 2T MIBOD). DYNEBBEBOS)0
aldHBHEB0S)MBB  af)OMWO MOLIRIOYOOD O6NE) G2l5MNO0)0
Gl I0@M0aTla lafloyam). 60) Galgm (HITTEAMIIM) (H516NYeNE0He)
CMIOUD 2HQBaISM MEAHU(@AUBH)NBIBH)HWID0. (AIWOIMROW)o
D02 NVWHOMO @RYNa0EBBU3 MIOEAIQOM. B0} ML H)G)dh)S)oenI
O@OMO  2)Q}aldSIeNV0)IN) @0t AUISBIMAUIN®. @Y¢glmoafl
83101@3MIaM)o WMIMUOTI(® aloMo MIBAW] MUIB HAVAIS
@AM G008 T WMUOT(@ODWIGS 6nil.of.Dde GaIBaMNEa|0ud
2060 H 201G 0ROV I MsSEm@IeNo (alaljomlwleno
CMH@YalISAUODIENHDLI0. CHINBE WEMIVM) BSOS BIONID
a0, §2lWAROMOWV]. DINMAULEMIHOB CHIOBLNCLIV B6)
SHeM2))A0)em]. QR0 IMIVAOEILIom  afl3odmOle:es
MoaeISla len) MG B0} (aIWOM alih)AlaSlEe)dh®)o §2ITM).
0060eIom (Ham sick) af)an ¢al@l@d mo@1eH@d 60} (alrvlew]
S06MAl)o @RY00Ela)). BRMINHMO (AIDIBHSIHLIM) @OSIOMB0LIC0Y
061N BW)NMBOW]. HAVMAS EGMODT BBHIOHBLENM aIClHNAN BHOLl
O @PEInlo NVDOAANS HBHHURIV MLIAINS)BHS)0 HOBHDMEIOWV]
eIEla)) ag)m) GMIAN)MN). alOECMMOMEIEBSIMT (VORL Cd:(MBd:d]
aflg)0 WMWINS@OWIGS 6nil. of. alO1HHUVIGE MEl 20BEHHIOS
nilo)BenS)Om).

9al0)ajoBlcel Heidleno Moaslmyemlele ®@3alomoloyam).
mel aOmudlel, (@] @aMmoen 2l QAWMWIGS
2)9)00)eNBOWI0)IM). 05)3 AldEMIYR0MIH@AN @0aH alel
Ga 0o alOWOOYENE. &elvleno AMI®MAlZiRIERMS8S c(aldanav
0)0s ®oLlalojo CMIDIIWlVBEN0 MILIsMIMSIM)ocalsNE]
af)S)om afl(@eEBSITBMIIMY0 MVYALSMR06EM). DYV 210D E00
MOAOOMM)0 GAUEME(® (aldWIMY0 OBISIBNIGI0YIM IBSSIHOLINHOS

@ISO O 6)(aldad. (8AI) ERIGDET €2MIECIE BIFIERS(OMN0 173



BBHOWIBHAlHNM@IMYo BRAIOW 21BN @ IOMOTIM)BS Dald
6M2001 BOYAN@IEN0 ©21TTIFHBS GTVAIMO )2l HILICIM)0
M201606a]S)eAMIeM 2IGl@al3108M1®:8)9S @PEI(aI0Wo.
®(al0aNVO)OS GaNIGSOGUIAIN0 6B0)aldS) (GQIAHDBH6)
(alG2103MR0WISIENE. B)SOMIT af)MIBO)o ag)dMO BV EN)o.
1960-53)0S 35}l 2003 GaN0E50WVIGE Ba{loWSIT alel &el0
AN ®)EOB8)0 MM MWl fleneals MIAITILINM). @ROEE:06NS
2101@QiB 03B UBHE @RYWOIORIWBB® DOHUOS ail(@6BBUD
20(@o. NilO)BOMAN00 GHIICHN0F GRAURIDI CHIO8E@3 GalBaT)
@O0 MeHSANlaHOAO® oylati MVSIMIODITB ag)o. ag.Td6)
G218, @RI @IEVWIGWHIT @RajM)o UBIAIEOATV)(GNIaINEM
@pQo)o 290 MoPled ANGdVE®IGS alolaflafyes0enE10)am
S0e100010)aN). @PAIROBHLI0 G2IFM DaISeqlg a3 odma]
@OWIOIOANANIEN) AlOATINEHFD. CBHOFIGHH050V10)aNEA[0Ud
@neialo “Bo3" &glaflo)pamm) ollanls @wailes a8 «feado
DHOEBIS M0at Al0W)HW)ENROVS(®. O6MN0ABH ag)o.aff.Dde)
@10)AINIDNOHOD GHOB MVGYBHEIU0RIVIGRITSE 200 Q10633
Gal0®]. D @RAIMEATIGEE @LWOIBMIMMI0 GIEIAUMIN OO W B8
Galdd) MU ®IAIMElWeS ADGITEHO3 MOYM) CHOSWo GYYH
aloel 910geandzlad Mgl $:0el6a80 HeHa] @oEInlo 20G1Ga OOV
M3 302D DAMYo AMANlEnS. Gl)AUMANa OO @Lialo
a071600Ivo &:8laj®oW] @RAlles MBIV @RIMIWVIWIeS
DHOB)OS @PSHH0 al0aflellad |l ceg0lemleyaM).

@RN)HHOLIO oWTadl ag)o.al.Wds (aldoMMIVA0® oo
W68 RONE9)HW)o OlNV@S @RI @MMGHAN DBV OO
B)9S Gald®] HAVABO” E®IAM ¢HHBENT £1E521000W] Gal0)d:W)0
9210®). MBWa M) ENIGTVIOOM MANIV] GROIWOROVIO)INE®.
G2l@MM ©SOM Al HAVMG MMV FlMOMIeLl aldlaldSlvas
20604 Q115)508 @eeMVla] 80)6610ll50 MEajo9)0 aMlenMS.
@R FINOmIG3 ¢Roeill HlSIVTIM)EUaHo &MIalMol}o MSOTIL.
20GMBROOW GRO6M. GaldWd afldlela{lasles MM cenIWlay).
@Peialo 00aH(STW2I0TANBS HGUIB:B)20V] G2IBAD B)02))
MO (alaIdODe afisleno allamls aldlan@epaow] @edladasla
allwldlwomss ®10)20mens)Om). E&IF1eEnIS WyemleauFavigl
s daVMGIeno RoQLIQ0T aflmOMay ®enlglalene MeeIeITr
GLAIMAMYaHOl2fl)6NE.

DD HLI0M I8S1e000)EB8leN0 MelalomMowlo)m). @3
DAMY M@ @REIROAVICWHHMBO HOAUMT (alMSlAaB00W]

174 @OMAHSOMM A 6)(aldad. (€AWI) ERIADE €2MIEIE RIRIEUS(OMA0



(alu@om2)). Church in India Today aqvueeagmOMIN) Galo@® 60)
AUSOBIBIUOWAD @0 2 IOWOOYENE. NIdOQ)BIE3 MSAN TVEIAS
MODID3 BOBEAMODO (B IMTMYOMIBHBIOS (AlBM Y MLOOIMo Ml
WM @200 NIMWea|5 B0} “O@OTVENHUM” @RAIMGla{len)
QM @PAITVOo0 LIl O®. DMIMIGUaHo AOGEAMORD (&1
®IPMNB8)0S 21BN DMOTIG3 62 10nNaTVBHE MIEIaI0J0 RM]2 )i
alo@on)emE. ®yuodleel el erlwdadla] m@aylong @REoEleeam
@IMYo MSOBNOGHIENBEaldBH)MD@IMIo WIIBo aleMlealsloyam).
@Relajog GREIMIMI @2 PO EHEa dlTlorl WMo
210010)aM) D@IHMO @RYBYHOL! BRHAVLNIMo. aflelea]oud @oailes
OMV)HOBS)HN) QUM af)DINW)0 HMHENEYEalOHI06MROWI0)AM).
M0 IAUBODE:0)20W] 2130 MYU0)3 CHOBE ¢0OUSIT )SeERlw
DDaNG3 NNST @RYOoRAE1VWVIGE MMMV MSOEMMMN@IA) MO
2)BOOS: ag)S)OM). allMIS @Y MLOOAIMO HUW]EO)BHW)o NIOW D
B CEB0S)»)S] M0aHOHMBO ®eIV]Ed AUMAIIL)EW)o §21TM@OW]
B03889)aN). D HOelwsailled BT MVISI®YTVAIGI ag)an
Cal@lTd 2RIVO8 MVIACIMIOBTIOL] MIVWHMOVYNS D)a]E®OBo
Al M@ BUS (alELIE:0la] MVadI®Y TVAOE:OMTVoLIo
2eelm Al®oMo 2ITDH®OIW)o BOBHH)AM). D TVoMoREBBSIG3
921010 CMOMIG3 BONBISHO)AUIM ag)MNBs @AITNVO0 LIElafIS)eNE.
@®IG3 2loGlmod@mnyanens. AlQa0@WIM)EUdAH0 BaN) O6NB)
)S1lHBOVDIB3  aflldNoN @ROJAIM)GHE)0S BS)alled HAVA3O
@000 (HSITV@IMB af)BOOTVEHoallWI® (0Eajowd c®o0all
W) (aInlEn1e:clee)d af)In QODONGE aB@HalS)IN®. Galgm)
ORI @RYBIRNOWV] aldGOSHISIT @IV)EAMIOW @eNE @RMY(Nad0
Q06BN Gl BIBHHIMN). af)BOOTVEHISWI® alrLGIVIC3
@R HUSMOW @0)EAM] B0) BEMIBN)EOIBo AUIEHIVIND® MVOMVI
@la]). G06MIV1068B1AI0)EMIOUE ENR) OR(@M OB MEBBSIO0
683101000 (a10@®0l2)) alEIWoEOW] MI@3H9)M)ENEoWl0)aN).

c®om0alluwloW)es @RRY 89.01M @reaClleal Alsymem
WOIO)M). @EREAWINS AL CMENoNAlF] anWeilsss @:omilm
Q0. BOIOLO(A IV MABITH)HSWIN) B(al0aNATVE @YBEAIISEIWo
¢®000(Q1a00WHS 19-00 210DUO@IMNIFIW)OS BOVROWI 1972-@3
(IV1ELTB0l2 . DD V@ MARAOV] NITWea|S QAUSAV®)A,
WAoo HaVAIMIdId:glelo, (almdlEL]le:e6mana0wl emawe)cnﬂs’
02100MUIEN0 (AIDaNTVOOS B)HS @IDMVIH)0N @RAITVLOEBSIG3
DD H0046BSIENBS GaIFHM0 BOAUMW)o H0P21a[0S)o AULH®RD
©l)aM). 203 CMIRD EOPAIM{dho ANBBAOO AMASILIHHN O]

@ISO O 6)(aldad. (8AI) ERIGDET €2MIECIE BIFIERS(OMN0 175



Myo, al0lafleeymM@Im)o @REBOM MeIMNIBOmM@IM)MOVS] M0
@0(U00Mal@l(W0R0 MSOT]. DD &)C1U}W)RLOTIG3 QIYIAIy@IM
0010} EaOUd B:)S)oNITTIM EGAUNB(® alBlNEMM OBIS)BHN)AIOM
SOOI MI5)HH0BHH @REI(AIDWRNE. HGIM DOMOo
Al0GOEMEO) 20aHIHMO BIOJW)o ASHSB)AETNELID. BaH)o BIOIW)o
2HHB}ORLI00 D MO (alTLOOMATIHABO @RANRIRY *LISEERSOW]
®1BaMIZINE. NEAUAHEMAIOMEBBUBEHIW] TVAOIWo 21D
OBH0S)H0), AAMVIWEEBUB @RYOoEIEN)H, agf)dTVleNNaM)BHUB M
SO, alOMWI@ BB MVoLISlaflan)d:, BE0O MSAUBNHBOSW)0
I8 HBHSW)o  M0a00OVY0 HAIF]2|OIM) OB3:06NSAUGE: af)IEBOM
aillalweaBzs0V caalRIBSIT3 AN 20aHIOHMBO (alQIy@IaMWElI0
QIy0ailaf)B1se9)am). “aAVdHHI0)0 (A ITLNOMEEBS)o CMIGISEI0)
®a0anmd allRVlajae@.” @R®IOHMBO Momal®] qVal® @]
@RELIaHIB)IM DD ERAUMVOODIG3 6(al0aDTVABHS DOHENBAM)
881N TvovoAlel.

176 | emdslemd o 6aldal. (6ADI) 6RIGDET EAMIC IR RMIRGHS(OMA0



0 (aldal. 62MICA]
a6 2EeMWI03

a0). ONRWHHENI aBOMIS

19605 &1@3 6OM ag)OEMIMBo HA(MICJORITOm BB GLRITVAN
aloG0#9N051I03 M0)CAMIVWIHNS HAV(HF0IWIo BRMI0)al®O
2100BTLAIN)MOW] ETVAIMO 6).21Q))BHWIVYAM). @REIAIBY afllmoail
oM AMBAUW IO} alll NaOTIENOSWVIo 6MIM TVAGIEHNAM).
@RAIGIG3 alLI0)o GaloRS)OID af)PIOM)B:000WI0YM). AilBIoMd ag)o.
6.@P0I09, (Wlnm] @M MYI@3, aNd. BYGENIMGI TVl.af)o.60af),
RV, &d:. V. aemilael, eaual. afl. M. RG22, e(aldan.
QOMY) DEIG0MO, GRIMVaN OOBAIAIOMIM, B(aldan. Od. af)o.
@O, Oaldan. all. MUl GBAITVYO, BALO. af)o.ail. Healeil, TVl.ed:.
290 ®)seaEleald @PAICITE 6alSIo)IMN@IWV] BodHHAM).

Oaloan. GRIBEE 6RMOG20l 80) BlAIMo MM (alMIIELAOW
21NV HAVMS EIAAV af)BOHATVEHIa U000
@npElamy allmoallom mvmduwdlay qumadee @RANMIA0MIa06MS.
M®}Blalo AUOGIBWIOS M)A I@IUaIE0W] CGIVAIMoO 2 lT®ISSS
210609035108 all®moaila) @R TVMBAEo 2f)M@I(@o @RYAQIBAI0
Mo aI®IW)o (AIBOMON2ITMOQUIM) Mo 6MOM  TMVADTEN) S
WOEM. BalOMGA af)PIOMBHIBVISI0 (alTVONGEOISIo WYOM
N)O}BHMOEIS)o A0 MVEMaNENIN0}DIMEBBUS a)LIACIIII0)N
@pElaimy all?oal $:331IMous MLNIMETHWEE DWAOMea|5Eaoud
®(aldan. GAMIG2]O]l B0) ALY (NMNBBBIROW] allmoailom
MBAWlaf) MVManiBo al)IdemI® MVMmARo @GRANMIREEMIWREM).
@pElaIMY adl®moailom TVMBARUBIEHNIMIo TVDa0iBo al)LIGGMOM)o

@OMAHSMM U 6(aldad. (€AWI) ERIADET EAMIEE R@IRIERS (OMAo 177



@ROAMUIG AUV &(aldan. GRMIG]BIW)M0W, all®oaileado
31302130216V (B 501N MILIYIE3 GMVAIMO §21F@IO}AM ag)m]
@90 MIEMANENITWO al)RIBOMINS @RAIMVE. LI laflg)ens. ag)mlen)
®(aldan. GAMIGBIGWIS)o, @REZAOTHIM) af)GaNISIo MVEMaOQl0
MIaO)NIMAN0 26NZOWVI0)IM). MO0 AilUdlaHiSAO® ALERIGIVAI
MEBBUWBHNBB @RoNTHO020W] HaHAILIWAB af)aD  Eala|©3
MNIa0)A®] 2112 lElee)M Blaldan. GRMOIGAOIWIHS TMVAI®@IWO
GARIDNUEBBUE  QNIRWIBH)D000HOT af)M) NI @RHUDoMSlENIMM),
@MIMOWI] (103 ClB6)M).

€a0d0Wo W3eM. BRI (eI

178 | emdslemd o 6aldal. (6ADI) 6RIGDET EAMIC IR RMIRGHS(OMA0



0(alda0. 6RIODED GAMICIE
ailel ©35306n1IM3BASNI0N 1) 18

ail. . ud gl

(001 cROBZEE COMIGAIWIROWV] NITWeSISIBS  allel
@PMYEBAIEBBUE/ MIDOEMB:UE BREZOADIOMO BIOLOTVEAOIBOM
ag)M MIRIPES GREZaOODIHMO MVAIM®] @RYELI0aH]EN)aM D
cUSVI@ als)AUT9)M® ©2l®20WGlEN)0 af)an) HOJOS.
1966 885¢S06NIQ 19-00 MVMIWOWIE)AM) (V0] EROBDEE COMOG]
@lw)o af)OMO alBBUd GG flVo ®alenss ailalano. @RS]
@M @AM @00 HAVABG EMIDMV ¢H008ENG8 Doy lad] LId;2I0d
@R10)IM). 6aWGa]afl GRAIM)AB HAVMA HRENOMS GHMEAUNAS
M) S8 @RELYIANG:W)o. AlAVAOTWIM) MYMN@OID CAUIIGa)a]
@RELYOA (S GRoeill 0010l lo)aN). MEBB)HS, BPMOVWD QIOY
aflssl] ®00105)00)6s, MIMmeM) allewdatlalenoanam, @yuo)al
@3MIM)o aBdHG3U00 50 &l 2. BRGHHLIWSS 160 @AMl
(10220 o YOMM cALlenoWIE3 aPIlutla0d algsglwlenwloyan)
Qfla10a02JS68B)BUB. ag)daB0 allmoaql ail. afl. eRod2e: @RI MU0
Walfgl &H8HS00WI0)M). af)MO R HOMVE0IBOM Galds]
OTVMO CMIRMY 008D (allUNUTE9)0, MO HAVMO EMORMY
96a0MVHSIE3 8-00 GIAVAl0, 0f)OMWO GPMRM GROW] 3-00
oavleno @RWIO)MM) aldlajlo)IN®. eMEBSOS aBQAlo A)O
MVEa0IBE] @G afl BREAJOPTHO)0 Ga0ogl andalell qumLo
MIMIT2)0OIE3 E2I@M MUlqd 62R0eM ableHa GRVIBsSle00
©)aM). BO) BHIOHBE BRELYOAIBHM af)aN MleIVleno GaleHAlWwOm
O3 (ale@ o (WRLlafloym @RUd af)an mlelvilene G»os)o
a50 Wola] ANAA0EMIN GRSIVM A EMIOAAMNOWIOIaM)

@OMAHSMM U 6(aldad. (€AWI) ERIADET EAMIEE R@IRIERS (OMAo 179



ajOMBEAILlen® MO5)®00)0 A15)@®00)0 (al® et afloyama.
0)MO@3, AMEBBBOS (Al IMUBOBOWLI00 @OAVOIMODOHH],
@RSV HAIBS MENBJo HAUBS aHB)o WGl JOE>06NMBOWI0IaM)
iAoM) o) OMIR®. ag)dMO allM{MVEa0030M)o MLUIAB Bl
®WOS @MOO® Aild:00] RMOO8)MWIO}AN AVEHOCIWOMS
Q09 {I881W o0 26150322 ]H:@ICmIeN0 ®OAISIG3O]S
2QEMd0 HAUBIH0}OS MVa0BHIBH®IOmIelo @RYWI0)aN)
QllaI0a0w)(U0)aH.  AHlAI0AN2|S6BB)EUBH)EUdAHO O 2|TIBIETI MSAN
H0a{lrV@HH00cUzVeNo GRAM) EO(@IWIEN0 HAIT® VSOV
29 ag)9aB0 AMASIOM @O0 @RELIOMVON.S)OBIV1)aM). ailalnas
OIMYEUOaHO aFMI6NE B30 IVE9)BSG3 6MEBBUY @RAN) OBV
2jloyan @PQemmoud milailed 6.1l &10BE5FMS &HomIMIGE O8s
830a016aTVEIY GMNNG3 @RSIVM)o HalEEBUBHO}O (A IDUINORTODOW
80} aflanao qufle:06mo B0)Hs1lo)M). &lelo BEeMoWlB:06eEG
2lenain)e alo®:S)OMI0)M @Y 21S6EEI03 @PSWOMO Mo l-Hlenss
DEMIAOORIW A0)alSl(alTVowIo @REIRIMAl)BQYo CHSIOYMD MO
0Eajo)o B0BH)MN). @RSIWHMBO @EERAIISOIW H0F)B AIoLICN:G3
®OAIG)H)BODIG3 NGl IRV LB ERSIWEMINSIa o 61633
©3£10010)0 &S] alblaf) HB0NBQUM Genfloel Tulle:0mEWONOIG
c20Ea®3 a08aIBEAUMIG HAUflO}AN® BO®)Hal)BQo MO
BB H)HWI6M).

ailanaoemIm)euoato alloyaMIemO 26QO Mal@Bs)o BRAIVM)o
AMEBBOBLI0AI0)0 B)S] $H018 @0l MIMM0 alOmMealeiles
O0UEs Balod)M AUSIVIG3 ERS)CIM3INAIL] B0) HOTVEUBWIL®
060008 G0oWIas aflem®)o (AMEBBIOS H»IB MSIVISE!) PSMW®EN
@RSIOM 08 MIBOWa] Ho01GMIANINGEE] @Y WI(DHNIVHM
3006 MIGEEIHWS)O @PS)AMOOINWBS &) IAC] HAOGID0)
OILMOOIB3 af) W2 j®)o MAN)o af)dMO auRlal MM I@3
D6NE.

aflanatoe &$la0 BEIMO OEENED MOTVEBBUIBHNSIIG3 @RYEEMAN)
GOOMMM), BAleH@3 @RSIWM)o GAUIIGa afl@)o EMEEBUI MLl
MLGR00BEMONY0 B0)2laflo)Mm cUSVIM c2UllGa]a]l, MMEBBEB0S
2)M1) MVo@LIAB12flE)aN aIGANE WLV, &)UV GRSV
GMIS TMVoMVIBIBNIMISVWOVM)o HSMWMOHAN @RSV CaUIlGa]afl
)9S 69 allsla] MOV OB:06ME) Caldw], AUOMIRISa] V080l
2|®o B30AIG3 @63E1MG3Hn)aM).

@RAGRIAN 01N MAOW 210GHHIB aN)SGNIOUS G(S0aLlW)eS

1 80 @OIEHSOMB HHA. 6)aldad. (BA)) 6RIGDE EAMIEIE ROMIRIGHS(OMA0



MVoALINSHOIB3 (AIMRIM)o @YWV BNHOL! @RoN ARV
@RIV aN}SEENINUE BONVOEBBIOS 06IFlod) &m0l @R
2EMOa0020W] GRAIMGla{lajlo}M® 6meEBUd COWIEWIWG3EH)S]
DON2a0a)Bo CMHFISINE. BRYWaHHHOL! @RoWSAM M]3
@pglom) eiElafloy)m ealwd avlavad sleeg ageld aldaualo
aMEBBUBHN) MMIO)ANM)o AMEBBUB @PM)nleWOUlla] 2001 @00l
B8] HENEIO)MM)o TVEIMVaHal)@o BOBLYIM). an)SENUOUT &S]
D@3 HMlo PEMROBIM@IM)0 aN}SEENIVUE BHSlHN)IMTIM)o EMEBBUB
MO TVEANIBAAHN)0 BRD DEOMERMo M@IB:] a)MM® AUIMI®
QIM06M.

QUBHUEBBUBHH) GUDAHO 1976 @3 SO TVDE AMIM ENIOE:]
®a0 DDEOIU 0003 HSWVIM] BoablTLOOW] GOl EGMOBHM
eS8V @sIoMIo UG afl®lo HDEOIWITE UMD B0BH)
SV, HOWBEA GIYHUMITWIIN)0 B0 By loamElvlanaloyam)
@PAIA NIoEsI@3 AUM®). @) (sn10eile3 ¢2R0e(l 6.210@0)MAICIE3
8)0lcowane VNI @RWIEYIM). @PAINOLINAIN} . @IUD)A
OIVMO MM O8R! al)daild odmOle:ud @RWI)aN)
OAUM®) @PAIABHY GRSIVWMAIW]  aldlal@o al)@)ENQUOMBS
80) 3»006M2oWIeMI3IM). MDEOIWIOL! MVl ag)@V. Oaf) alss]
$06M)QIOM DSWOW GRFIVM @Y aIaFee MTlo e8] (aoM3He)
W)ROWMBS MVIBYUoYo MG, HSMWEOAN B0) GaNIEFI(NOANHO
ailglajjai0yow], aIssleies ailallw GandE50:Ud af)S)OmD)0
af)oM0 8038V @Bl MIBBL)M). @Y 2l(@6EBUWB allaNIS (al
MIELIH @RIV HAVMWG C@IDAV af)MWOOAMVERHI IS
amunomo aflslajlgiens.

1993@3 af)©aB0 all®0l MELPOMMOWV. HSMS] B0} B>)S}NISHLI0
)OS @RYAICDY0 EEEBOS GENIOW A |S)OMOIM)o  @RYVBGICLIW BE
©®OMO B30a00] ®OJQAOM)o @RSV B6Mla] BONVIa00 DN)o
a)oMBo AMAIeNME. aDEBSIOS allMyTVEA0BOMOW CAO6M.
MEHOCIWOTT  AI0Pa{Iss] @RoIEMIS @RSIVM B0) (GO
(el®]aloo)] 9en30@103aN). 1989@3 AVEHGTWIAV M alOGEIdD:
(aI0aI®MOWV]. @EREZAOEWIOMO MIROMB:UB AU o®El B0 B
QIS 2GRN DaldAlEmM B0) (WMONo ‘GroeMailecammod
APa{Isg]l” @RSIV®M af)Wlge210@ MMB®)OS TVa0HH06m
GOMI6S, (alM1ELIBE12)) af)IN® (alT®IAUCIWA06M.

ila0E®IM) 2O a)TV®:EBS)20W @RSIM)ENROW0)aM
@RGERBLMNITWo QlAI0a0GUaHAN0 @RMIAV o @)SBaNI0)aM).

@ISO O 6)(aldad. (8AI) ERIGDET €2MIECIE BIFIERS(OMN0 181



CH008HNOLI DQRLLAIHO}OS alBOSIOMEOMINS MSOBIVI0)aM
MHDVaN@ MNNBHT @GIOHBO RINROWIO)IM). a0 alN)o
@PaJSIW)o (aldH00oMAl}o af)d:aVlenilati)o 2920V @RSV
GHOSOMIG 20(@2L], LIMITIeLl 2g) RIvEBglale alledvsmngleno
050ilS0o® WIOMSOBIV0}MMNEOUd DHDOBW)0 &h)S06NIGI0 L6813
8)o MBIl ERFIVM] af)I0allWw afll}eM®)o GaIBNIA0MAI0
00S)TMO)IMN® G2UTE2]2{l@OVI0)IN). nBOQSIO MSCWI)aM
(alNOOMEBBRYOS LI0BMaHSEBBUB cMoLslwe] @RSV @PAIWIG3
QYOI OMOIVTO)M®. @M@)EI0 alfl MooR6EBSIEI0 MVOMIDI]E,
MaFHSo@HAN TVoRAMNfISIENE. &)S)06nI 300)63BSIG3 (VOELIHS)QI0MD
GaloBl)o MVAWo &1F0OD, OOGIVOTVRWINS Hald®)@RYQIUDY
BB GAINS] MO0 TVAWAIe @RAELIOMANC TVMIC)o Halel
A¥la] GRSV OOBAI0 OGSO TMVAI@ITVEZROMAEN) HaHQl
elad alzail. UOMI®AUOMIGE DD al3ail AIGaUEBUILH) B)MNGOAN
@RFVM) H1F)OH2M FNEBOSLIONI0Y0 (o I®1H]2l0}a). @RBRO®
De9)88 @0 18000, )02 )OOAUBIWIOMEsIL)0 LIE]|O3G3
TLEA»OaHo!

CHOB/ BOIOD OO GHIVMAUNVEBHUBHE MTIHIQW CTVAIMOD]
M)o, alBI® ajOOAUMT®)NEAUHMAfHWEEBSII (aldSlafla) O
BUWIOMIMYo OBBHITDAIVRWINS BRWIB:0BIBHOHRM  AllGuoal
aflomoanmm MMS)g (VMOEBBYOS 0aIV®OAN0 (AITVIWEM)o
ag)am mleiwlelo, G3ALIVUBlEial WOMIMEEMM ag)dm Mlaiwleno,
(001 GROBEEE BRMOG2T]BE EMEBBBIOS BOGDO  d)S)0NI00UIEBBS)
OSW)o CalBlTd a0iBWo MINEM @YUMV WY BRAa{lHNME®O
9S0qjo 313RIM0EI0 D VoVEBBEINLILI0 &)S) TS 209 HOSIVa]
MEIMOBS af)MM HOBACONIS (aloBMTNHNBHW)0 §21Q)aM).

2230 aigs

1 82 | emdslemd o 6aldal. (6ADI) 6RIGDET EAMIC IR RMIRGHS(OMA0



Tireless and humble work of
Propagating the Truth about
South Indian Christianity

Basil Davis
New Orleans, USA

Congratulations on your elevation to the order of Gregory the
Great! This is indeed a well deserved and signal honor for one who
had tirelessly and humbly worked for the propagation of the truth
about South Indian Christianity.

I wish you the very best on your anniversary celebrations.
Unfortunately, I will not be able to come in April. I am coming in
May, since that is the only time I am free from my work here in
New Orleans.

FHE L Rhdndis

QOO OMIZEIM BRI al3EIUM®3 2J3MWo
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ag)@1eem @] (GRMOB2|D]) HB02]DEMVAL &:)ENDOM] BMUMIHB)OS
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®IDB6) GAMIB2BHE TVA0IWEHAIW]. 1965-T3 TVAOGRRELjal
H0)20W] GaI@M) ©ag)anN@3 NIGAV ag)aM (alMlELle:06mafleialm
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(al1EL1B0la] ©)20200 Alleides MVOWISMENICIHLIOT]Ee0d
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20310 WI, Olg6m «;@sﬁugj«sﬂa(ﬂo, @R2Sla] MOMUl®H6®O VLIATO
l(@0Wlal® O3 (alSlaL1s:0lafloyam). aildyodmolwowiloyam
G oB@OM @RYM) Boeilleesglene Blmal@aBgleno moylaleno
2LIVOSOMILN0 WO0I8o GRIAIMEBUS ag)P)@IWI0)M). 6nil. af}.Dee)
al01@9)CMI0UB @PaySla] (almile1e:@lajloyan Hamsick aomile»©ilod
BHOBOMIOL! (aIN)QIOW af)PIAMD)HIB af)9y@IV]0IaM). GH083
@(>»6M1BS1UB ag)om @o@oﬂi I(@OWIE3 cHOBAITVOWI. 1978 2)®@3
2EIWIB0 af)B V(N8 ©)582JWOW GRIOIMEBUS ag) )@, ag)o.S.
WOS HLIom 20MIERYA @R ala|@lafldd (aITlEL1SEla] “al
s881a:8le0al &el’af)am au)3I3ALIGRINIM aldMIO0 G080l
G6EB08AlEEE3080 af)LI0AI0)OSW)0 (alWdoTVEY @PGa0 BOW. 1975
@@ @YU MAMIO COWIEVI, AUADIBHOM COWIEWI, 1Y) al
20U GOWIEWO MIeIweBUd alwlenss Mo (al8daH
MEBU MSOMHWINBOW. (6nilglat, @ReAGlenM, RAE3,
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Message of Greetings to
Friend and Scholar

Dr. Jetti A Oliver

It is heartening to note that principals and professors of various
colleges, former colleagues, several friends and well wishers have
taken up the task of bringing out a special publication in honour of
my friend and scholar, Chevalier Prof. Dr. George Menachery, to
mark his 84th Birthday.

I had the unique opportunity of knowing Prof. Menachery, ‘a
man of letters turned historian’ from the days of his leadership
as Secretary General of the ‘Church History Association of India’
(CHAI). He made repeated visits with some of his colleagues to
Hyderabad, the venue for the Platinum Jubilee celebrations and
15th Triennial conference of CHAI. He left no stone unturned,
made sure that triennium was a trend setting programme and the
Jubilee celebrations a memorable event.

He is not only a prolific reader but a prolific writer and to his
credit, there are a number of publications. The most referred to by
scholars and researchers is, ‘The St. Thomas Christian Encyclo-
paedia of India’.

His devoted service to CHALI, its nationwide expansion, work
reinforcement, persistent perusal of history of Christianity writ-
ings, inspiring newsletters and such other made Chevalier Me-
nachery a household name among the historians and the larger
family of the CHAL

He made us proud with the recognition conferred on him with
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the title Chevalier by the Holy Father Pope Benedict X VI, a rarest
achievement for an Indian christian historian.

His understanding of ecumenism and networking made such an
impact that he has been a continuing accredited media represen-
tative for events at the Holy See, the Vatican and the Assemblies
of World Council of Churches - the two prominent apex bodies of
the “World Church’.

He is always found to be young at heart to take up any chal-
lenging opportunity to lecture, to motivate, to research, to write,
to disseminate and to inspire the students and the scholars across
the nation.

Chevalier Menachery’s mission centric life is a great motiva-
tional factor to one and all. The two dimensions of the quote of the
famous late President of United States of America, John F. Ken-
nedy, ‘write a book worth reading or live a life worth writing’ is
seen and experienced in the life journey of Chevaliar Menachery.

It is therefore, a great pleasure to bring on to record the fore-
going few words and greet Chevaliar Menachery on the occasion
and wish him further milestones to be achieved through his pen
and for the admirers, pen the illustrious events, in the life ahead of
this legend in his own time..

I congratulate everyone behind the scene of the publication and
would wish to be one among them in saying ‘Jayaho Chevaliar
Menachery’ under the protection and the providence of the Triune
God.

N\GRY
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Prof. Chev. George Menachery

Dr. Charles Dias, Ex. M.P.

Prof. George Menachery is known to be the most prominent of
Church historians from Kerala who has spent his life for the doc-
umentation of the churches and its background and history. Born
on 2nd April, 1938 at Kattur, Thrissur Dt., Kerala to Menachery
Erinjery Thoma Kochouseph (E. T. Joseph) and Alappatt Pala-
thingal Puthenpura Kunjuvareed Kunjethy , his family is well —es-
tablished and settled at Ollur near Trichur town. Alumni of the St.
Joseph’s College (Trichinopoly), St. Thomas’ College (Trichur),
Devagiri College (Kozhikode), and University College (Trivan-
drum) he was keen in diversifying his interest to several areas.

He is one of the very first to study, research, propagate, and
introduce many aspects of the history of Kerala and its peoples
through his forays into the fields of Archaeology, Anthropology,
Place Name Studies, Numismatics, and Epigraphy in a scientific
manner through his many books, research papers, and through his
presence in the media, both print and electronic including Radio
and TV programmes, websites, exhibitions, and museums, and lat-
er on through the many organisations he founded for the study of
Kerala history. His long association with many national and inter-
national history-related organisations and bodies and his connec-
tion with the Church History Association of India, especially as its
Vice-chairman and General secretary, and as the vice-chairman of
the International Christian Studies wing of the Institute of Asian
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Studies (Chennai), as member of the Advisory Board of Archaeol-
ogy (Govt. of Kerala), Executive Committee member (and Chief
Editor of the Malayalam Literary Survey) of the Kerala Sahitya
Academy, Member of the Governing Body of the Christian Chair
of the Calicut University, Vice President of the Newman Associa-
tion of India (Bombay 1964-1972), Executive Committee member
of the Census of India Publications wing (Kerala), President of
Kalasadan (1985 - 1992), Visiting Professor of Christian Art at the
Pontifical Institute, Alwaye for a quarter of a century(from 1984
to the present) and at other seminaries inside and outside Kerala,
Life Member of the Numismatic Society of S. India, Place Names
Society of India, office-bearer and life member of Kerala Histo-
ry Association, Kerala History Congress, Founder Director of the
Leadership Training Institute (from 1967 to the present), member
of the (Arch)Diocesan Pastoral Council for three decades (from
1978 to the present),founder president of the Kerala historical re-
search society, founder life member of the Sahridaya Vedi, HOD
and P. G. Professor of English, Member of the Senate and the Stat-
utory Finance Committee of the Calicut University and helped to
bring to the field of historical study and research a new enthusiasm
and a new vigour.

His greatest contribution to the study of Kerala History is
perhaps that he inspired and trained a galaxy of researchers who
have promoted historical studies on an unprecedented scale. His
works paved the way for the scientific study of Church Histo-
ry and Christian culture including art and architecture and have
been instrumental in producing many doctoral theses and research
publications. His deep enthusiasm for IT has been instrumental
in making a drive for 100 per cent IT literacy, esp. among the
older generation and in the setting up of the official websites of
many institutions and organisations for the past two dozen years.
His knowledge of printing techniques and command over many
modern languages esp. Malayalam and English combined with
his exceptional communications skills have made him the ideal
speaker at many national and international seminars and contrib-
utor to many journals and periodicals in his fields, both as editor(
e.g.Christian Orient, Dukhrana, Journal of St. Thomas Christians)
and as contributor.. During his many visits to three dozen foreign
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countries he was able to visit and study in dozens of museums
and libraries and to lecture at universities and other institutions
and organisations. The St. Thomas Christian Encyclopaedia of In-
dia (1973, 1982, 2009), The Thomapedia (2000), Indian Church
History Classics Vol. I “The Nazranies” (1998), Die Wunder-
bare Geschichte der Nazranees oder Malabar Christen von hei-
ligen Thomas, (in German) (1994), Kodungallur the City of St.
Thomas (1987), Pallikkalakalum Mattum (Malayalam) (1984),
Pathirakku Oru Irangippokku (Malayalam) (2002), Glimpses of
Nazraney Heritage (2005), are his more famous works, in addi-
tion to a number of outstanding souvenirs and commemoration
volumes. His contributions to the setting up of many museums
have been much appreciated, esp. the pioneering Trichur Diocesan
Museum (1980-now defunct), the Kakkanad Museum of the Sy-
ro-Malabar Archiepiscopal Centre, and the Palayur Museum. He
has conducted many major exhibitions at Trivandrum, Bangalore,
Madras, Kottayam, Ernakulam, Changanassery, and in a few cities
outside India. He has won a number of prestigious awards such as
the Mar Thoma Puraskaram for History and Archaeology (Chan-
ganassery), LRC award for History and Archaeology, Joseph Ne-
dumkunnam History Award (Vaikom), John Alenchery History
Award (Vadavathhoor), Archdiocesan Media Commission Jubilee
Award (Trichur), Darsana Award (M. Vijayam Sahitya Samithi),
LEC Award (Ollur) etc. and has been honoured by many organisa-
tions and institutions all over India and abroad. Recently the Daar-
sanika Vyjnanika Award of the KCBC for visionary thinking and
scholarship has been bestowed on him, and Pope Benedict XVI
made him a Chevalier last year conferring on him the Membership
of the Equistrian Order of St. Gregory the Great in 2008. In 2009
bestowed on him is the P. Thomas Foundation Award instituted in
honour of the famous Indo-Anglican writer on Indology and the
author of Christianity in India and Pakistan.

Prof. George Menachery’s visits to the Vatican was utilized for
the deep study of church architecture and also to explore more
on the centuries old traditions the Church followed. These studies
he has documented and brought out for the Christian audience at
large.
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As one of the lively figures of the Kerala History Association,
Prof. George Menachery took keen interest in research and study
on the erstwhile native kingdoms of Travancore, Cochin and Mal-
abar. He is regularly conducting lectures on these and has enlight-
ened many to go for deep study on Kerala history.

Considering his all round contributions to history, Theology
and other social subjects and more of his great contributions to
Church history , the Sam Higginbottom University of Agriculture,
Technology and Sciences (SHUATS) Allahabad bestowed on him
on 27 Oct. ‘22 the honoris causa degree of Ph.D. in Theology.

Respected by a large section of people, Chev. George Menach-
ery continues his research and studies and impart his knowledge
to thousands.
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RE-IMAGINING AN EARLY MODERN
‘ROMO-SYRIAN' CHRISTIAN SETTLEMENT
IN COCHIN: OLLUR AND ITS ENVIRONS

N. J. FRANCIS
Professor, Department of History
Sree Sankaracharya University of Sanskrit, Kalady

Professor George Menachery initiated in Kerala, more than five
decades ago, what proved to be a very fruitful scholarship on the
Syrian Christian art and architecture, and an academic activism
for the preservation and conservation of a tangible heritage which
emerged in the context of a long history of the Syrian Christian
life worlds. As a younger student of History, and a still-younger
colleague of his, I have also been a reader of what Prof. Men-
achery contributed to this scholarship in the form of articles and
edited volumes of an encyclopaedia on Saint Thomas Christians.
I simply wondered as to what made him a perpetual seeker and a
habitual scholar throughout, of the Syrian Christian heritage in its
various manifestations. I did not have to wander much for find-
ing out at least one significant probability, which was, in fact, not
far away for anybody to seek and find out, but one very near to
his ancestral residence at Ollur: the Syrian Christian settlements
and market-town, which was built along, and at times around, the
Church. I use the latter part of the sentence above consciously, for
this was how Prof. George Menachery, as far as my understand-
ing of his writings goes, best perceived the Syrian Christian heri-
tage—not as a sacred architecture and its art viewed in isolation,
but as a built-environment, whereof the affiliated community of
layers of the laity and the priestly lived and prospered over the
centuries.

204 @OIEHSOMB HHA. 6)aldad. (BA)) 6RIGDE EAMIEIE ROMIRIGHS(OMA0



I present below some imaginaries of how this Syrian Chris-
tian settlement and the life world would have functioned in the
late 18th, and the 19th and early 20th centuries, within the Prince-
ly State of Cochin, and also as to how this imposing presence of
a tangible heritage, in its multiple manifestations, inspired later
generations of the laity for reviewing their own volatile religious
and community identities. Prof. Menachery was in the forefront
of this movement of searching for, re-examining and researching
this heritage, with a clear perception of its generative potential
for the social capital of the community. It is an honour for me to
write in appreciation of his life-long endeavour in this regard, and
I dedicate this article as my tribute to Prof. George Menachery’s
understanding of how heritage could, and heritage alone, beget
further heritage as part of the social capital of a community.

What is peculiar about Ollur and its environs in the context of
Syrian Christian history on the Malabar Coast seems to emerge
in the form of material evidence only by the middle of the 18th
century although the site may have still earlier, perhaps even late
medieval, foundations. This need not be an assumption given the
extensive structural activity that took place in and around Ollur by
the middle of the 18th century, including one of the most elaborate
landscaping and architectural remaking of any elaborate settle-
ment pattern that took place in the Christian topography of India,
outside Goa and Cochin.

The Dutch East India Company controlled the shores of Kerala
during the 18th century, and the Syrian Christian churches and their
laity under the Carmelite, and often under Jesuit, establishments
were fast getting isolated from the Goan and European Roman
Catholic establishments. Similarly, communities in the vicinity of
old Cochin and Crangannore were finding it difficult to communi-
cate with their brethren living further north and south, who were
parceled out among different political entities. The ‘Travancore
Lines’ further curtailed movement and communications among
these groups of people, who needed mobility, in the second half of
the 18th century. This was, therefore, a period of continued crisis
for the Syrian Christian people on the Malabar Coast. The rise of
clustered settlements in the interior, like those at Ollur, during the
18th century, owes part of its foundational dynamics to this crisis
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Prof. George Menachery with Prof. M.G.S. Narayanan,
Prof. T. R. Venugopalan, and Fr. Antony Mechery at Ollur
(Photo: N. J. Francis)

in terms of patronage, adaptations, and furthering of life-worlds.

Migration of trade-oriented families, to begin with, and fol-
lowed by cultivating groups from the long coastal strip between
Chetwai and Cochin, thorough Kodungallur, would have added to
an already existing Christian population on the safe, small hill-
ocks east of the backwaters and water-channels. The family names
of the area still commemorate, as at Ollur, this migration from the
coastal strip to the safe interior hillocks, along the navigable wa-
ter-channels, and through the backwaters.

The settlement pattern that had emerged by the 18th centu-
ry was clearly Palli-oriented, but with a difference from the still
earlier Palli-oriented Syrian Christian settlements of the medie-
val times. The central difference was a combination of agrarian
and market-oriented life styles of the settlers beyond the sea-shore
or port-settlements, with the church as the nodal point for both
the forms of economic activities. Thus, as Prof. Menachery un-
derstood it better, treating the Syrian Christian heritage simply in
terms of the architecture of the church no longer makes sense for
explaining the life-worlds of the community; but only in terms
of the entwined nature of the sacred architecture in the midst of
the mundane homesteads of residential structures along a mar-
ket-place, not far away from the cultivated fields. This is the basic
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Carved and embellished wooden pulpit, Ollur
Photo: N. J. Francis

premise put forward by Prof. Menachery for appreciating the tan-
gible Syrian Christian heritage on the Malabar Coast of any spec-
ified time-frame. Time-travel over the development paradigms of
the 20th century is essential for any meaningful reconstruction and
imagining of heritage, both in the antiquarian sense of the anti-
quary or else in the more scientific and professional sense of the
historian and archaeologist.

Going beyond Church architecture helps one find out the need
of approaching the impressive layers of residential structures, big
and small, arrayed in geometric circles with the architecture of the
church at the centre. The market-places studded with residential
structures were originally aligned to the roads to the south, to the
west, and to the north, whereas expansion to the eastern part of the
settlement beyond the present north- south high way is of a com-
paratively later development.

The movement of men and materials from Ollur was mostly
towards the waterways in the southern and western part of the set-
tlements, which link the site with market-settlements spread along
the system of backwaters and canals, which were once known as
the ‘Trichur Lake’ in the British and Cochin records. It is still possi-
ble for students of history to find out and map the Syrian Christian
Church-settlements along the edges of the Trichur and Enamakal
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Trichur and its environs based on Jon Gould s map of 1816

(N. J. Francis, ‘Footprints on the Sands of Time,” The Hindu,

dated 3rd March, 2011

Lakes: Palayur, Arthat, Mattam, Kottekad, Parappur, Mullassery,
Enamakkal, Arimpur, Aranattukara etc. on the north-western part
of this lake-system; and Ollur, Pudukkad, Chevvur, Cherpu, Parap-
pukkara, Kattur, Karanchira, Irinjalakkuda etc. on the northern and
south-eastern part respectively of this lake-system.

The residents of old Ollur met waterways and lakes in the
southern suburbs, and were familiar with ‘hill-views’ on the east.
Even in the beginning of the 19th century, the East India Compa-
ny’s Trigonometrical Surveyors reported that due to the constant
presence of wild elephants, agriculture was near to impossible at
Kuttanellur, very close to Ollur ! Equally interesting is that Para-
vattani, on the eastern border of the modern Thrissur town, was
still part of the Cochin Forest even in the beginning of the 20th
century!

Till the middle of the 19th century, the movement of people,
and the goods they produced and needed in return, was towards
Kodungallur, Azhikode, and Chetwai. These centres got aligned
towards the Cochin port, first with the linking up of the Connoli
Canal by the middle of the 19th century, and later by the Shor-
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nur-Cochin Rail at the turn of the 20th century. While all roads
led to Cochin by the second half of the 19th century, Ollur began
to stay cut-off from its cultural and commercial links with the set-
tlements in the Syrian Christian topography of merchant-settle-
ments, listed above. These paradigms of development altered the
prospects of not only Ollur, but the entire topography of the Syrian
Christian settlements on the Malabar Coast, which in turn with-
ered people’s concepts of heritage within the community.

In terms of religious history, the transitions which Ollur expe-
rienced were symptomatic of the transformation which the Syrian
Christian people underwent during the last three centuries. The
most striking of these was, of course, the transition from com-
munity life to the laity/ parishioners with the introduction of the
hierarchy for the Syrian Christians in 1887. In terms of economic
history, people started migrating out of Ollur and its environs to
Cochin and its suburbs, and to Thrissur and its periphery, by the
beginning of the 20th century.

Ollur is one place where the shadows of the Cochin Diwans
fell heavily during the 19th century in so far as three successive
Diwans of Princely Cochin hailed from Edakkunni, within the
environs of old Ollur. These three highest officers of the Cochin
State occupied that office for nearly fifty years of the 19th cen-
tury. Ikkanda Warrier, onetime Prime Minister of Cochin State
soon after India became independent, too, hailed from the same
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Painted and embellished imageries on the wooden pulpit, Ollur
(Photo: N. J. Francis)
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Painting (partly restored) inside the church Ollur (Photo: N. J Francis)

place, and he largely mooted and mediated the building of dams
at Peechi, Vazhani and Peringalkuttu along the lower heights and
valleys of the Western Ghats that protrude to the central part of
Thrissur district. By the time when V. R. Krishnan Ezhuthachan,
Indian nationalist leader in Cochin State and a native of suburban
Ollur, mooted a different development paradigm during 1950-"60,
with plans for prosperity through agriculture and craft centered on
the region just west of Ollur, the region had already passed into
a sleepy village, but thickly populated and heavily built-up with
residences and shops, and the fading clay and tile industries more
in memory than in function.

Along with this brief revisit to the old Ollur and its environs, it
is equally befitting to think for a while, as to what would survive to
reinvent and rediscover the heritage which the Christian commu-
nity of the locality held so peculiar for their own self-perception.
This could be easily answered had there been an Inventory of the
Antiquities, or an Archive of Heritage-tagged Built Environment,
or a Museum, or else any meaningful search for the intangible
heritage.

Has a student of History freedom to aspire for preparing a wish-
list of what to search for, what to find out, and what to preserve
and museumise if at all he happens to come across such materials
and objects, still surviving with the community of the region? If
this is possible, the list would take the shape of a search for find-
ing out some of which we do have in survivals, and that some of
which we don’t have, to fill up the galleries of an upcoming Mu-
seum and Archives.
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Some such imaginaries would figure out like these: Where did
the Ollur church settlement figure out within the sacred geogra-
phies of various cultic and social orientations that inhabited and
struck roots in the terrain? How much of the format of the built-up
space was different from the still earlier forms as at Goa or Co-
chin on the one hand, and as at Kalluppara, Kuravilangad, Rama-
puram, Angamali, Parappukkara, Parappur, Arthat, Chittattukara,
Mattam, Palayur, and other Malabar settlements on the other?

Could we fix the various architectural and iconographical lay-
ers within the sacred spaces, in terms of time, theme and technolo-
gy? What were Jesuit, Carmelite, and traditional Syrian Christian
elements within the architectural and iconographical assemblage
at Ollur? How many clergymen, monks and nuns, who hailed
from Ollur, served among the communities before, and in parish-
es after, the formation of the Diocesan hierarchy?

How many of the residential structures pre-date the construc-
tion of the church structure? How many of the buried dead could be
listed out in the archives of the cemetery? How many Ollur-based
bankers, money-lenders, merchants, industrialists, stock-holders,
and shop-keepers could be listed out as having thrived during the
last two centuries? How many Trusts and Charities rose and fell
at Ollur?

How many of the registers of baptism, marriage, and death
could be collated and indexed? How much of the palm-leaf re-
cords of the land-deeds, tax-receipts, gifts and charities have been
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listed and indexed? What was the role of the settlement in terms of
paddy-cultivation in and around, and in production and procure-
ment of rice in the locality?

Were the tile-factories in and around Ollur symbolic of the mo-
dernity in life and amenities, and in structural activities—a thriv-
ing industry of Princely Cochin, in which business groups of Ollur
invested and the work-force laboured?

The pioneering scholarship and publications of Prof. Menach-
ery laid the foundation for a community’s long-term aspirations
in cultural identity. It is high time that what Prof. Menachery laid
bare, especially the architectural, iconographical, and cultural
base of a community in its trying times of transitions, are put to
perspective in the light of recent advances in the history of Kera-
la. The founding of the so-far-missed Ollur Museum & Archives
would be the best tribute, which the students, colleagues, friends,
admirers, and well-wishers of Prof. George Menachery could now
pay as his kind of scholarship is fast becoming unable to be emu-
lated or duplicated today.
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The historical perspective taken recourse to here for looking at
Ollur and its environs, within the Syrian Christian topography on
the Malabar Coast, is relevant also for contextualizing most other
contemporary Syrian Christian settlements with tangible heritage,
which still wither without any index to antiquity.
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Satellite view (Google Earth) from Chetwai to Ollur
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PEARLS INTO NECKLACE

Dr. E. Jose Jossie

The human history is full of great personalities who have
made inspiring and enlightening contributions in different fields
of human activities. Prof. George Menachery is one among the
few personalities who has made great contributions in the areas of
Christian religion, culture, literature, art and traditions with regard
to Kerala and India. Even though a scholar, he was humble and
used to quote “I can do all things through him who strengthens
me” Phil.4:13.

Prof. Menachery was my teacher at St. Thomas’ college, Thris-
sur during the early 1970s. But more than my teacher, and later a
colleague, I would like to present professor through the eyes of my
late father, E.P.Jos , Chief Engineer ( Retd.),P.W.D., Kerala.

From the late 1960s, they were working together in many of
the diocesan projects and the Pastoral Council meetings. Back at
home after these meetings, father used to share with me how Pro-
fessor Menachery used to present evidences and historical records
in support of the points he was making.

The St.Thomas Christian Encyclopaedia Of India Volume II
1973, Volume 11982 and Volume I11 2009, are commendable works.
I still have copies of these volumes which Prof. George Menach-
ery presented to my father. Thanks to my teacher for the awesome
precious gift.

Even though there was a board of editorial consultants of
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eminent people, the sole responsibility for the accuracy and re-
sponsibility of everything presented in the book rests upon the
shoulders of the editor which he has done meticulously. To gain
an in-depth knowledge of the subject he travelled far and wide
throughout India and abroad, visited many libraries and immersed
himself in books for hours together. The quality of these volumes
is revealed by the list of eminent authors, excellent references,
the photographs, sketches and maps. The National Seminar on the
Church in India (1969) probably would have ignited the spark for
such a colossal painstaking work of a life time.

I am also lucky to have another book, Glimpses of Nazraney
Hertiage 2005 in which he explains five varied topics which are
more relevant today like, 1. Christianity Older than Hindusim in
Kerala, 2. The Thomas Story: Numismatic Indications, 3. Cultur-
al Heritage of the Syro-Malabar Church, 4. Granite Objects in
Malabar Churches and 5. Palayur: Two Millennia of Christian
presence.

Another book which requires special mention is Indian Church
History Classics Vol. I - THE NAZRANIES 1998. I feel proud to
mention that some of these volumes are available in the famous
libraries and universities of India, America and England as refer-
ence books.

Prof. Menachery is connected with many cultural and historical
organizations. To mention a few, Kerala Govt. Advisory Board of
Archaeology (1975-90), Calicut University Senate member, Ex-
pert Committee of the Govt. of India Census Directorate (Kerala),
Vice-president of the Newman Association of India -Pax Romana
(1964-72). He was also busy with many seminars, exhibitions and
lectures throughout India and abroad. Prof. Menachery was one of
the founder directors of The Institute For Lay Leadership Training
(1967).

I still remember the one year long church history classes orga-
nized by the Institute For Lay Leadership Training and conducted
by Prof.Menacherry and the 2 full day long well organized study
tour to various places of historical importance of Christianity in
Kerala.

Some time back I had an opportunity to visit his house at Ollur
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which is more than hundred years old; he maintains it still in the
same old Kerala traditional style. I was astonished to see the vast
library with hundreds of books and many old records most of them
related to church history, culture and traditions. During the discus-
sions in his home library he mentioned two of his dreams, to start
a dept. of Christianity or at least a Chair in the Calicut university.
His efforts for it are now materialized. Second, some years back
some attempts for a Christian cultural museum were taken up but
it was not fully materialized; his dream is to have a full-fledged
museum, reference library and research Centre of not only the
church history, culture and traditions but also the contributions of
Christian community for the people Kerala and India. Let us hope
it will materialize in the near future.

It is not an easy task to collect the pearls of facts from the
vast ocean of human history, culture, art, traditions and geography
and thread it into a necklace. Truly, as said by Todd Henry in Die
Empty: “We should spend all the God given capabilities for the
benefit of mankind, when we are alive”. Before concluding let me
present one more statement of E.P. Jose regarding the Professor.
As everybody knows, history is shrouded in mystery and the Pro-
fessor by his life long effort could remove the shroud of mystery
on Christianity in Kerala and India to a great extent. I, sincerely
feel that a lot more academic recognitions for his selfless lifelong
works are overdue.

(Written on 15/10/ 22. before he was awarded Doctorate.)

From left to right : E.P. Jose, Dr. Joseph Kolengadan, Mr. P.V. John,
Rev. Fr. Antony Allappat, Rev. Fr. Zachrias Vazhappilly, Adv. K.P. Devassy,
Prof. P.P. Peter, Prof. N.A. Ouseph, Prof. George Menacherry.
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